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DEDICATION. 


Although greatly indebted to Heckel, Spencer, Hux- 
ley, Darwin, Buchner, Paine, Ingersoll and many other 
deep thinkers for part of my inspirations, I cannot dedi- 
cate this work to men who have not drawn the final con- 
clusions from their great labors that I have reached, re- 
gardless of the profound respect I have for their ability. 


Men of the future—men who appreciate the magni- 
tude of human life and what a wonderful thing it is to be 
born—men who have hope and ambition, who are not 
slaves of some habit of thought and who will appreciate 
this work—are the patrons for whom I labor and to 
whom I dedicate the same. i 
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PREFACE. 


This book is not a veiled argument for or against 
any particular church or any religious doctrine. I trust, 
however, it will be helpful to fundamental religion and all 
mankind. 

The substance of this book was delivered as a lecture 
before the Omaha Philosophical Society fourteen years 
ago. 

For some time I have contemplated publishing the 
same in book form, but professional labors have been con- 
stantly demanding my attention. However, I have taken 
from legal duties sufficient time hurridly to revise the 
manuscript in accordance with the development of new 
facts and print this, a very limited edition, to be used 
in obtaining suggestions, criticisms and publishers for an 
enlarged edition, providing the public shows an interest in 
the manner of the work,and I frankly state, providing 
also that interest is sufficient to warrant the expense of 
further preparation and publication. 

Omaha, Nebr. JOHN O. YEISER. 

May 28, 1913. 


P. S.—The surprising demand for the first edition 
was such as to exhaust the same in a few weeks. It has 
been a pleasure to revise the manuscript, adding consid- 
erable new material, which I trust will make the volume 
more appreciated. 


Omaha, November 20, 1913. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


CHAPTER I. 


An attempt will be made to present an im- 
partial and simple synthetic theory of the meta- 
physical existence of man after death, based 
upon scientific facts, for the gratification and 
satisfaction such evidence may be to both the 
theist and the atheist. 


In order to lay the foundation for a few 
new ideas, which I believe are worthy of consid- 
eration, I desire to present some of the most 
generally known facts concerning evolution. 
This is necessary because the subject of evolu- 
tion is the basis of what I have to say and be- 
cause that subject is not understood generally 
for the reason that it has been shunned by a 
large class of people owing to the fact that early 
apostles of evolution used their discoveries to 
combat religion. 


Those familiar with the wide range of sci- 
entific knowledge upon this subject may, if they 
choose, catch one of the ideas inspiring this 
work by turning to chapter XL, or if time is not 
too precious, include the other by starting with 
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Chapter VIII. However, I trust no part of it 
will appear tedious, even though you continue. 
Although it is not essential to prove a first 
cause in order to maintain the position taken, 
your attention is directed back several million 
years, upon the hypothesis that the earth has 
existed that long, in order to obtain something 
like an algebraic basis from which to reason 
by process of induction much as you learn the 
value of the unknown quantity in mathematics. 


BIRTH OF THE WORLD. 


CHAPTER II. 


It most certainly is not satisfying to say 
this earth may have been thrown off by the sun 
and then drop the origin of the sun. The prin- 
ciple of the origin of one world or one sun in- 
volves the origin of them all. But before going 
back to such a period let us consider the world 
only from the time of an intense heat so clearly 
visible over its entire surface and beneath its 
contracting, crackling crust. . 


Experimenting with molten matter and 
slowly cooling disks of basalt of varying sizes 
to obtain the average increase of time for cool- 
ing with the increase of size of such bodies, sci- 
entists have estimated that this earth, 25,000 
miles in circumference, would not have been re- 
duced from the sun’s temperature of 3,600 de- 
grees to 400 degrees in less than 350,000,000 
years. Several million years were required be- 
fore any conceivable form of vegetable or animal 
life could possibly have existed upon the earth. 


After cooling sufficiently to form a crust of 
nearly 10,000 feet of sand, stone, lava, grit and 
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shale, which may have required an additional 
500,000 years, the carboniferous strata or coal 
from fern growth records an estimated age of 
nearly 1,000,000 years. The antiquity of the 
earth is shown by numerous facts unnecessary 
to catalogue in this work. ; 


LIFE DEVELOPMENT. 
CHAPTER III. 


Volumes of clearly understood facts prove 
the age of the earth reasonably close from the 
crust period down calculated by millions of 
years and conclusively showing that ample time 
has elapsed for the gradual development of all 
forms of life which exist upon the earth. Meas- 
ured by the casual changes we are now permitted 
to witness, human life could have been devel- 
oped, destroyed and redeveloped over and over 
again since the world began to support life. 
Moreover what may have happened. in the so- 
called beginning or when the earth had cooled 
- sufficiently to sustain life is still happening for 
organized life permeates the air not only to the 
highest altitudes from which it can be taken, but 
even exists in space beyond, from which we are 
constantly receiving these new visitors and evi- 
dences thereof sometimes in the meteors that 
fall to the ground. No attempt will be made, 
as previously stated, to go back to first causes 
and indicate the origin of all. this, but your 
attention is invited back far enough to show that 
if we have made such a marked improvement as 
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we behold today, may we not develop a little 
more according to the same law? _ 

Time forbids a discussion of the operation 
of the principle of evolution which we may ac- 
tually observe in the heavens through modern 
astronomy. No more space will be consumed 
here than to mention that the brief history of 
the earth’s age written by fire and water and 
growth and decay, through the various and reg- 
ular strata of the earth’s surface, which, how- 
ever, crushed and torn by internal pressure and 
voleanic eruption, remains generally in the 
same relation to each other all over the world 
and contains evidence in petrification and vol- 
canic lava and in amber and rock formations 
that insects, plants, worms, snails, and other 
very low forms of life existed in the Archeozoic 
age, while no evidence whatever is found of high- 
er life. 

The strata of the Paleozoic period of earth 
formation of several hundred thousand years 
later contains remains of fishes, reptiles and 
birds as evidence of the highest form of life, 
while the higher strata and that beneath the 
soil of the present age known as the deposits of 
the Cenozoic age, contains evidence of animal 
and vegetable life in form near that which ex- 
ists today. 
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The aspect of the earth in the different geological eras and periods. 


The descent of man. 


Portion of Diagram Illustrating Professor Hzckel’s Theory 
of Evolution. 


The animal forms, or ‘links’ in the decent of man are not in all cases 


contemporaneous with the juxtaposed geological eras of this table. 
—McCture’s. 





ANTIQUITY OF MAN. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Since the history of man is so incomplete 
and vague and since even the fragmentary in- 
scriptions on tombs date back at most not ex- 
ceeding 15,000 years before Christ, unless re- 
cent discoveries actually carry it back several 
hundred thousand years, still we are unable to 
know much about man’s development and hab- 
its. Abundance of evidence of man’s antiquity 
exists, in the fact that the skulls and vertebrae 
of extinct animals of the Quaternary period 
show embedded therein the flint arrows of men 
who lived contemporaneously with the cave bear, 
cave hyena, Irsh deer, rhinoceros and hippopot- 
amus of Europe when it was tropical. Human 
evidences have been discovered under various 
undisturbed stratas of earth produced by glac- 
ial and interglacial periods with bones of mas- 
todons and other extinct animals. In one in- 
stance a human skeleton was found beneath four 
distinct buried forests in Florida and estimated 
as having been deposited there 50,000 years ago. 
What once was considered the earliest evidence 
of man was found in Kent’s Cavern of Tarquay, 
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where stalagmites are forming constantly from 
the acids contained in the water dripping from 
the top of the cavern to the floor. In this cav- 
ern names of persons that were cut on the 
stalamite formations 200 years ago are still 
visible, being covered by the formation only to 
a depth of a thin coat of varnish. From careful 
estimates as to how long it would take to form 
an inch of stalagmite the British association 
was led to determine that a foot could only be 
produced in 20,000 years. “Now,” says the Sci- 
ence Record, “far below the stalagmite floor 
specimens of man’s handicraft have been found. 
At the very lowest estimate the flint weapons in. 
Kent’s Cavern were made 500,000 years ago.” 


The museums and libraries of the world 
are filled with these evidences. The ruins of 
great cities in Mexico stand exposed without a 
record or a word of tradition, as completely 
buried in forgetfulness as less ancient cities in 
the old world have been covered by ocean waves 
or desert sands. 


Only a small part of the evidence of man’s an- 
tiquity is herein presented, but the proof ig ov- 
erwhelming that the conception that the human 
race was created only 4,000 years before Chiist 
is a result of some misunderstanding of the 
Bible. 


EVOLUTION OF MAN. 
CHAPTER V. 


Since man was created (his creation must 
be conceded because he is here) we should be 
pardoned for inquiring how he was created. The 
proof that the process of his creation is by a 
natural law is no less wonderful than if man and 
all other species had originally descended and 
in the first instance been created in the forms 
of today. The latter stated belief of no change 
or improvement is a lazy man’s idea. It is 
considerable better than what a worm could 
_ think, but along the same line. 


It requires long independent study to trace 
the evolution of man, and in this discussion we 
cannot pause to analyze and compare the vari- 
ous forms of low animal life rooted and grow- 
ing in the ground and plant life existing with- 
out roots, some of which are actually possessed 
of motive power; we will pass over the compari- 
son of the organisms of plants and animals that 
show marked resemblance to each other in hab- 
its, breathing, circulation, sexology, sight and 
digestion; we cannot stop to become interested 
in the similarity in embryo of the child, the dog, 
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the fish and other animals; we even have not 
time here to closely compare the skeleton of the 
ape and man and other animals and read of the 
intelligence of the ourang-outang to argue the 
probability that such animals and man sprung 
from a common ancestry. Immense numbers of 
books could be written on the subjects of ani- 
mal, insect and plant intelligence and relation- 
ship. Those already written are a marvelous 
study which strengthens the cause. 


Considering man as he is today and we see 
what effect climate, habit and diet has upon 
him; we observe how a family becomes divided 
and the children of one branch ascend in intelli- 
gence while the children of the other descend; 
we read of how nations have become extinct 
while others are dividing and forming into new 
types. These facts point to evolution and de- 
generation in a mild degree. What would five 
hundred thousand years do? 


Those who first discovered the signs of evo- 
lution apparently became so intoxicated by the 
excitement of their discoveries that they con- 
cluded all theories were upset. They therefore 
denied that consciousness of an individual con- 
tinues after death, and contended that we have 
evolved in the course of millions of years from 
beneath the protoplasm up to some oyster form 
of life and on through varying stages to human 
form. It was credited to accident but should 
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—Iimb skeletons of various animals, showing homologous bones: 9, Orni- 
thorhynchus; 10, kangaroo; 11, Megatherium, 12, armadillo, 13, mole; 14, sea 
lion, 15, gorilla; 16, man. 
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be credited mostly to the force of mind or the 
action of the nervous system responding to con- 
tinuous desire and effort. But they always lim- 
ited everything to tissue modifications and con- 
fined the work to matter. And there they 
stopped. 

Volumes have been written to prove that 
evolution is the product of accident and not of 
design. I am convinced that we have evolved 
from a very low order of life and yet stand baf- 
fled at the complex organism of the lowest or- 
der of life or even at the organization of any 
cell of any living thing. But I feel satisfied our 
progress was made more by the mental push and 
physical exertion directed by desire than by the 
mere circumstance of accident. These directing 
accidents cause the lowest animals and insects 
to think and change their desires. It is said 
that a frog, by instinct, snaps at moving bugs 
and worms, but when six or seven have been 
doctored with bitterness it will afterwards re- 
fuse them. It is also said when a spider’s web 
is destroyed the spider will consider the extent 
of the injury to determine whether to repair, re- 
construct .or to abandon the location. Al- 
though this is disputed it is even more remark- 
able that a spider should exercise discrimina- 
tion in varying the usual manner to capture and 
poison stinging insects. 

With thousands of examples, more wonder- 
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ful than these, showing discrimination contin- 
ued in, we have evidence that mind has had in- 
finitely more influence than accident in the de- 
velopment of life. Accident or calamity does 
not cause the modification, but it merely influ- | 
ences the intelligence in all things, as the intel- 
ligence of the frog is influenced. I do not wish 
to deny the existence of a force in environment, 
if such it may be termed, but it is a negative 
force or merely an obstacle. The positive or 
true force of evolution is in the mind, vitalism, 
or life-part of the being, which develops an: in- 
tent upon overcoming the resistence. It is un- 
doubtedly true that black animals and black 
birds may be more easily caught and be handi- 
capped in catching food in the arctic regions, 
and in this way give an advantage to the white 
species. But these living. things know their ad- 
vantages or disadvantages and mate with their 
own preferences and look forward with affec- 
tion to the appearance of their soft white off- 
spring with the same powerful prenatal influ- 
ence that the scientists have proven to exist in 
mankind. 

While I will not deny the existence of some 
influence of a negative character in environment, | 
T resent the denial of the positive influence of 
the mind. Who will analyze the wonders of an- 
imal, insect and plant life and deny the force of 
mind—the composite mind of a fee chain of 
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ancestors—the mind originally given by the In- 
finite with such continuous force that we mar- 
vel at the possibility of even a continuing Infi- 
nite design? 

If we in wonder examine the blind fish of cav- 
ern lakes and speculate on how the eyes have 
dwindled into rudimentary organs or reverted 
to what they were at some time in the past, be- 
cause disuse obstructed their natural develop- 
ment, we cannot become convinced that accident 
destroyed all cave fish with perfect eyes and pre- 
served the fish hatched blind to perpetuate that 
species. It is more reasonable to ‘assume that 
the mind, or life part of the fish, because of an 
environment of darkness, ceased its stimulation 
of these organs during germinating periods and 
eyes could not develop. 

‘What accident “ulcerated” a gland in deep- 
sea fishes to produce phosphorus bulbs, to light 
their paths in the impenetrable darkness of the 
deep? Nothing else produced such a wonder but 
the living part of the fish. The everlasting ne- 
cessity and desire produced these organs through 
the modification of cells. The accident of birth 
in this environment made it necessary to contin- 
ue a desire for light until the “prayers” of even 
the fishes were answered through God’s law of 
evolution. 

The whale’s ancestors came up from the sea 
as did ours, and: they became monsters of the 
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land. They had four legs and a coat of hair. 
They were later coaxed back to a sea life, where 
their legs became flippers and where they give 
birth to and suckle a calf. The same law that 
is now changing the side of a lazy flounder into 
a belly and which is moving the eye from the 
belly side to the back side was the law that 
transformed the whale from a land animal to a 
sea animal—that created eyes hecause there was 
light and created light because animals with eyes 
migrated to places of darkness—it is the law of 
persistent desire. 

When we are reminded of the possibility 
that flowers produce gorgeous colors, delicious 
nectar, and fragrant odors, to attract as com- 
mon carriers the little inseets that carry away 
the cells of perpetuation, simpletons will simp- 
ly laugh. But if the deep sea fish produced its 
own lighting system in the ocean caverns be- 
cause there was no light, why have not the sta- 
tionery flowers produced. a consideration to in- 
duce and hire a form of life that does move to 
carry its fertilizing germs to places of perpetua- 
tion? If this is not plain enough to make men 
think, then turn to Venuses’ fly-trap, the pitcher 
plant, the bladder wort, and the sun dew and 
learn how they have developed their cells to en- 
tice, trap, devour and. digest members of the so- 
called higher animal kingdom. 

The tree frog has assumed thé color and 
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shape of the oak leaf; the walking-stick in- 
sect cannot easily be distinguished from the 
stems to which it clings and we are told acci- 
dent and chance kindly saved them, and that 
mind of neither the Infinite and its product— 
that of the animal—in its progress from gen- 
eration to generation had nothing to do with 
it. True, there were accidents and to surmount 
them the intelligence of the different forms of 
life took different courses. While some animals 
desired the markings and attributes of those 
above for advantage, we have fishes which for 
perpetuation lay millions of eggs, from which 
only two in a hundred millions reach maturity. 
Some intelligence stimulated this prolific ener- 
gy in the fish while the whale is satisfied with 
one calf in two or more years. 

The intelligence mentioned is not like that 
exhibited in colleges, but though ever so feeble, 
it is persistent and unvarying, from generation 
to generation, for some slight and, at the same 
time, possible change, that has wrought these 
miraculous types of life. It is not contended 
these low forms of life know the final conse- 
quences in desire and evolution. (The human 
race even does not know that.) But they do 
know enough to desire the slight step next to be 
taken. 

However, some examples of quick changes 
may be noted: 
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Since biologists alter species of shrimps, 
water animals and insects while in the egg or 
ovary by changing temperature of the air or 
salts in the water in which they ordinarily live; 
and since butterflies produce young with great- 
ly modified bodies by being subjected to differ- 
ent temperatures or electric currents, can it be 
disputed that these changes do not effect. the 
nervous system and excite or frighten this mis- 
understood intellect and the frightened or dis- 
turbed mind in time become the active agency 
in marking the young so as to cause the change 
observed? 

Many have accepted variation as the cause 
of evolution. It is sufficiently convincing to the 
physical materialist or the casual thinker. They 
point to the fact that no two people are exactly 
alike. The same condition exists throughout the 
animal world. Yies, it is even true that no two 
leaves upon a tree are exactly the same and even, 
of all the grass that ever grew out of the ground, 
no two blades can be found exact in every detail. 
This is most truly wonderful and must be caused 
by some internal struggle in every direction for 
release. But leave this idea for the time being 
while the physical materialist cites you to teeth, 
hair, scales and feathers and their wonderful les- 
sons in the evolution of variation. A book could 
be written on a feather or a fish scale and not ex- 
haust the material on the subject and when it 
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becomes cumbersome it is a record, still incom- 
plete, of the gradual changes ‘in a certain line. 
But it could not tell the cause of this universal 
variation; the inherent energy in feathers or in 
any of the forms of life that forces the varia-' 
tion. Consider a worm with the round pits of 
sensitive skin dotting a line on its sides and we 
may see the earliest signs of eyes. When the 
dots have become sufficiently sensitive to strong 
lights and strong shadows, the variations in ev- 
ery direction leave some descendants with the 
dots more sensitive and some less sensitive. 
Those more sensitive recognize the dimmer lights 
and shadows and these in turn, because of this 
slight but ever present variation, leave descen- 
dants with still more sensitive skin pits, until in 
a long course of time they become eyes such as 
we have. The blinder species lost out in the skir- 
mish and the fittest survived. They claim this 
to be true of strength as well as sight and in ev- 
ery direction of development. What is more, 
this assertion is true, as far as we see the phys- 
ical results of variation, excepting that it is not 
equally persistent in every direction. But, how- 
ever clearly we may observe the influence of cli- 
mate and other environemnts on the existing tis- 
sue, that is only an obstacle which limits or 
mows down, checks, and destroys this mighty 
internal force of variation. What causes this 
universal internal force throughout all life? 
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Bear in mind I am not asking fur the environ- 
ment that cuts it down with frost or withers it 
with heat, but I ask for the force that makes the 
variations so that they produce specimens which’ 
are capable of waging a battle with droughts 
and with lighter frosts. No one has ever told 
us what that force is. It is yet unknown. Since 
no one knows what this life principle is we have 
a right to postulate for further scientific discov- 
ery. My postulation is that this force of varia- 
tion is the result of the force of life, struggling 
to be freed from its bondage of rest and same- 
ness. All life is activity, on the go, it craves a 
change. This condition indicates a will or de- 
sire. That desire in the direction of least 
resistance survives longer than the oppo- 
site desire or variation. In the same 
way we note this variation of plant de- 
velopment, we also note variation in the ten- 
dencies and desires of men which leads them in- 
to all kinds of actions and undertakings, no two 
of whom think or do everything exactly alike. The 
story of evolution will never be unravelled by 
materialists until they account for the push 
within the trees and plants and grass and an- 
imals and every living thing. They cannot ans- 
wer this by telling us of impediments that stop 
progress in every direction excepting the right 
one—prevailing one—but what have they to say 
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of the force which encounters these obstruc- 
tions? Absolutely nothing. 

Some criticism may be offered for the awful 
destruction due to the general push of life in so 
many directions. On this earth the havoc of ex- 
treme cold, extreme heat, extreme moisture and 
extreme drought, destroys life development in 
countless millions of directions. But we must 
remember the principle of life exists not for our 
little planet alone: it. exists for millions upon 
millions of others, each of which is developed 
differently from every other according to anoth- 
er principle of nature. Hence we see the won- 
derful purpose-like work of nature, which anni- 
hilates nothing, building in: such a way that ev- 
ery kind of habitation shall have its inhabitants. 


DEDUCTIONS FROM LAW OF EVOLUTION 
CHAPTER VI. 


If man is a product of evolution, as con- 
tended and as I believe having traveled this 
long road through countless ages developing the 
various new senses, emotions, tastes and desires © 
now imbedded in the human body and which 
were not possessed by his oyster-like ancestry, 
we can certainly continue our development by 
the same ceaseless process of evolution and it 
will not be unreasonable to conclude, that we 
may evolve other senses or the power of existing 
under very different circumstances and condi- 
tions. 

Scientists contend in effect, as previously 
stated, that variation or constant desire, environ- 
ment and natural selection in life for generation 
after generation and century upon century creat- 
ed a tendency in the offspring toward such de- 
sire and that this tendency developed into the 
present state of perfection. The abundance of evi- 
dence which warrants such a conclusion is not 
here presented, but, assuming this hypothesis 
to be true, are not the scientists compelled to go 
further in their theory of evolution and admit 
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that man may yet progress into another state of 
existence? Again assuming all this to be true 
and taking into consideration the fact that near- 
ly all members of the human race have for gen- 
erations and centuries been desiring, praying 
for and believing that they possessed a spiritu- 
al and eternal life or fearing gods, idols and su- 
perstitions (which may have a similar effect) 
can the scientist deny the assertion that man has 
already evolved a purely mental or spiritual ex- 
istence which will continue after the disintegra- 
tion of the body? If this be true we have the 
possibility of eternal life conceded. Our next 
step is to argue its probability. 

Assuming that the Creator has made men 
by a process of evolution, how much more have 
we to hope for after having understood this pro- 
cess? This process of evolution has caused the 
original uncontented worms that lived and died 
as worms leaving as representatives other striv- 
ing worms that in a long course of time devel- 
oped into larve that would, after waiting a 
season, burst forth into gorgeous butterflies. 
Considering this, have not the human family 
now so highly developed a marvelous hope of 
eternity under the demonstrable process of 
evolution which is more divine-like than any 
miracle theory which places a limit upon the 
hopes of man? The present ideal state of spir- 
itual life is not too much to expect even now, 
’ but according to the process of evolution where 
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will those who still desire to progress be halted? 


In this discussion I care not to follow that 
question and perhaps could not any more suc- 
cessfully than I could trace the origin of life 
back to that smallest speck endowed with intel- 
ligent motion which some scientists assert must 
be the origin of life, but fail to explain or prove 
how that originated. The original beginning 
of motion, space, matter and intelligence are 
simply beyond the present conception of the hu- 
man mind and it is no answer to say that life 
is merely matter or chemical action and that if 
matter was not created it always existed. This 
is not proving anything, but only guessing and 
the guess is no more unreasonable than to credit 
what ig beyond our comprehension to the Cre- 
ator and say that God must have ordained it. 


Philosophy teaches that any object in mo- 
tion would continue its course forever unless di- 
verted by attraction or other impediment. Under 
such a principle what could have stopped the 
will of God? Merely because no intelligent the- 
ory of how matter could have originated out of 
absolutely nothing has ever been presented for 
human understanding is no reason for saying 
“matter must have always existed.” Further- 
more if we were guessing as stated it is more 
reasonable to guess that intelligence first exist- 
ed and always was and that matter came into 
being from intelligence because no counter will 
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existed to stop the divine desire for this trans- 
formation. 

If space and time like matter are incom- 
prehensible, as Herbert Spencer contends in his 
First Principles, because we cannot trace or 
divide them to their ultimate limits or because 
the division and redivision of particles of matter 
and the pursuit of time and space on and on, why 
was not Kant right, though criticised by Spen- 
cer, where he says “Space and time are forms 
of the Intellect?” 


What is time but motion? If we had no 
movements of the planets, no birth, no decay and 
everything stood still we would have no time. 
Time would have disappeared. The past and 
the future join together so closely that there is 
no present. Time indicates movement and is as 
distinct from the present state as motion and 
rest are distinct from each other. Therefore 
if time is motion or progress; if motion and pro- 
gress is life; and if life is mind or intellect, is 
not time then a purely mental creation? 

Matter is divided into particles step by step 
down to what we once thought was its final so- 
lution, the atom. But we may go on from the mol- 
ecule to the atom and on to the one thousandth 
part of an atom of hydrogen or to the electron. 
By using the imagination or intelligence you may 
carry it on and on even beyond this, dividing and 
redividing, exactly as you can wearily trace time 
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back, back into the past until you find it was 
a product of the ever-present mind. 

When matter is divided and redivided and 
reaches the limit of comprehension it will be 
made up of particles so small and so thin, so 
devoid of length and breadth and thickness that 
you may indeed say that trillions of quintrillions 
of thoughts or desires for some concrete realiza- 
tion have been pressed together and built up or 
reduced into matter. Why may not this sub- 
stance be concentrated thought or the ashes of 
ideas? 

But before we reach that state we must re- 
member that just one microscopic cell of an or- 
gan of the body—the liver—is said to contain 
64,000,000,000 molecules. A further division 
shows 300,000,000,000,000 atoms in this cell and 
I should judge the number of electrons in this 
one microscopic cell would be over 1,000,000,000,- 
000,000,000. 

As time and as matter are traceable to 
mind, so likewise is space, a real expanse with- 
out limit or bounds to its length, breadth or 
thickness, filled with great suns and planets of 
mind-created matter, also traceable to the same 
source. It has no definite bounds because it is 
likewise a creation of that eternal mind of which 
we are but electron fractions and which 
goes on creating more space without limit, as 
fast, as far as thought can travel. The limits 
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and confines of all matter, space and time seems 
to be traceable to mind. It all seems to resolve 
itself into mentality which has no limitations. 
If there is mentality moving or working it eman- 
ated from some source or it could not be going 
somewhere. That source is a supreme central 
intelligence from which all harmonious things 
were thought. That mind from which all has 
evolved I choose to call divine—I recognize as 
God and all things of God’s or man’s conception 
are but the evolution or the inharmonious dis- 
integration of divine ideas. 

In order that I may not be misunderstood 
as an adherent of a class who insist that there 
is no matter, I most earnestly urge that because 
all matter must have been the product of mind, 
does not signify that a rock falling upon the 
head is not a rock and is merely mind. Because 
the particles of the construction of a rock may 
have once been the product of mind, does not 
justify us in saying it is not now matter. Neith- 
er can we determine into what form or state it 
may later be converted. 


After redivision and reduction of matter in- 
to the dizzy distance of calculations; and after 
passing one limit after another with modern in- 
ventions we will at some time reach the last lim- 
it or dividing line between mind and matter. 
This feeling expressed of late about mind and 
matter being so closely related may derive much 
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of its force from our consideration of color and 
sound. 

Black is no color because the so-called black 
substance absorbs all rays of light. White is all 
colors because the substance reflects all rays of 
the light, absorbing none of them. The 
different colors of the spectroscope are 
reflections of light not absorbed, broken 
or disturbed, so that it travels back in 
longer or shorter vibrations or waves, pro- 
ducing with these changes the effect of the dif- 
ferent hues. These waves of light, so deflected, 
produce what the eye perceives to be colors. All 
longer waves below the human scope of vision 
or shorter waves above this scope have the pos- 
sibility of conveying other color sensations, when 
eyes are discovered or created to see them—if in- 
deed insects and microscopic life do not have a 
vision of the ultra short waves. . 

Sound is the name of another recognition of 
vibrations or waves that the human ear catches, 
‘if not too slow or too rapid. These rapid vibra- 
tions which man could not sense are produced 
and interpreted by the lower orders of life. Those 
above the human range—perhaps the whirling 
of other worlds—would terrify us if we had ears 
to compare them with the greatest vibrations 
that now impress us. 

If there are vibrations of some energy 
which produces matter, animal or vegetable, 
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hard or soft, substantial or rotten, it is no less 
wonderful to me than the basis of our gorgeous 
colorg and musical sounds. <A color looks as 
real to the uneducated as a piece of wood, in my 
ignorance of that substance, looks real to me. 
There is no abiding color in any substance, as 
we discover in lowering and turning on the light. 
A bright light is required to bring out or pro- 
duce colors. In a similar way it may be said 
life, a stronger and more rapidly vibrating ele- 
ment than light, brings out and produces matter 
for more or less enduring periods. 

_ After resolving mind and matter to the 
farthest limit in its genesis, it does not seem 
strange to think and pursue the thought for in- 
vestigation that matter is concentrated parti- 
cles of thought embodied in realization or 
some changing form of its disintegration, wheth- 
er a vibrating or a stationary thing. It may 
be the infantile mind of one man or even 
the minds of many have no such force. But 
a strong supreme mind, which all creation 
tends to prove does exist, may have cast off such 
particles of thought which become concentrated 
in matter. ; 

This pause is made not to prove the 
absolute truth of such speculation too far in the 
future or too far in the past, but more for the 
purpose of illustrating the narrow compass of 
the human mind and explaining that we at the © 
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present time can uo more conceive nor enjoy a 
state of existence above the angelic than an 
oyster of the Paleozoic age could have conceiv- 
ed of such a heaven as man hopes to inhabit or 
exist therein. Such an attempted conception is 
like attempting to touch an odor or see a sound 
or hear a color or smell a thought. 


Taking it for granted that man has evolved 
from the very simplest form of life which the 
human mind can comprehend, admitting that 
we do not know from what that “single” celled 
form of life sprung, and we are obliged to con- 
clude that such wonderful development has taken 
place by some force which from the absence of 
any other name, we can better understand by 
the term “evolution.” In reaching this conclu- 
sion it is not considered that all the types of life 
have developed in a direct line like the steps of 
a ladder one above the other, but it is contended 
that it was done in countless directions more 
like the branches of a tree excepting that some 
types have developed to a higher degree and then 
perhaps descended into degenerates, the main 
branch, in some instances becoming extinct, 
while other branches from these may have again 
ascended. But at all times inhabited and direct- 
ed by an intelligence striving for something. 


MAN ANALYZED. 
CHAPTER VII. 


Studying man today in his highest state of 
perfection what do we find as a result? His 
mental self predominating over his physical self; 
yet he is treated by physicians as though he 
were purely a physical being. He contracts 
disease oftener by fear and mental suggestion 
than by contact whether this suggestion origin- 
ates or merely creates a tendency which invites 
the cause of the disease. On the other hand, in 
many cases the cheerful disposition and hope 
created in the invalid has cured where medicine 
failed. Mesmerism or hypnotism has _ been 
shown to be an influence which may be exerted 
by one individual over the mind of another and 
it naturally follows that this influence is also 
exerted over the body controlled by a mind sub- 
servient to the mind of the hypnotic operator. 
If by hypnotism suggestions of fear, pain and 
joy can be excited, may not fear and pain be so 
forcibly suggested as to result in death ultimate- 
ly if not immediately? Such was the case of the 
felon at Rome who was slightly lacerated and 
made to listen to dripping water after being 
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told it was his blood and caused to hear feigned 
statements as to his sinking condition, who died 
from this suggestion as quickly as if he had bled 
to death. It was the same with another experi- 
ment on a felon who was condemned to death 
and informed by the jailer that as he was soon 
to be executed they could as well place him in a 
cell where a prisoner had recently died of small- 
pox. Although this was a falsehood and no one 
in the prison had died of small-pox the prison- 
er so deceived actually contracted the ‘disease 
after the lapse of the usual time from contact, 
and died. Whether these particular reports so 
generally mentioned may be verified and acconnt- 
ed for or not, abundance of others well founded 
may be substituted. Why should we not find 
them, for every healthy body carries in its sys- 
tem germs of nearly every disease. These germs 
are waiting for victory from any debility, wheth- 
er from a cold or a mere suggestion that may 
weaken the system. 


It is also true that persons may hypnotize 
themselves and produce an abnormal imagina- 
tion or clairvoyant sight by crystal gazing or 
other artificial agency used to dispel recent or 
Strong impressions rendering the brain sensitive 
to memory and receptive to suggestion on the 
Same principle that the ordinary man adopts 
who naturally closes his eyes and holds his head 
in his hands when trying to think. Of course it 
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is a very delicate influence. But O! what an 
awful impediment to this delicate influence of 
soul development, is the teaching of funerals 
and graveyards! oie a 


DEDUCTIONS FROM ANALYSIS. 
CHAPTER VIII. 


Now then, if man is such a mental being 
susceptible to such remote infiuences which 
we have merely pointed to and having evolved 
from such an humble and simple starting point 
chiefly by reason of mental desire, should 
not considerable importance attach to the 
numerous biblical injunctions that it is neces- 
sary to have faith to have eternal life? By con- 
stant faith, desire or prayer, as you may choose 
to call it, man has evolved to what he is today 
as well as descended from his ancestors. 

It required persistent thought, faith, desire 
and practice of man’s ancestors for thousands of 
generations studying shadows on the more sensi- 
tive pigment cells to produce the eye. We may 
think ourselves up or down. By thought and 
persistent practice we may evolve higher or de- 
generate lower. By disuse and mental and phy- 
sical abandonment we have shortened the ap- 
pendage to the spinal column and changed the 
shape of the foot, while other forms of life have 
closed their eyes in their sockets. 


If some of us are satisfied to remain phys 
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ical matter and go through life sugSesting to 
ourselves that when certain physical calamities 
occur we shall die and mentally lose conscious- 
ness and cease to exist, it is reasonable to be- 
lieve that we may obey the suggestion and either 
become absolutely exterminated. by being sep- 
arated and reduced to primary elements or in a 
state of coma if permitted to continue as an en- 
tity. Some may stop to mark the progress of 
nature and remain men with mere rudimentary 
souls. Countless forms of life have representa- 
tives in the living natural history of today who 
stopped contented with what they were to mark 
the pages of the progress of life. 


To illustrate, suppose the caterpillar which 
crawls over the ground, now and then raising 
its head and the fore part of its body to reach 
out in space as if endeavoring to float off; should 
reject the instincts of the future butterfly life 
and cease to desire any change and neglect to 
prepare for its state of metamorphose by resting 
for its cellular change, but continued to crawl 
and wriggle and revel in green foliage, would 
not all its ancestors had done for it in evolving 
a higher life be lost? 

With our present knowledge of the power of 
mind in evolution is it not better to have faith 
and a desire and hope for a future life whether 
as a Methodist, Baptist or any other protestant 
or a Catholic, Mohammedan, Jew, Spiritualist, 
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Universalist or of any other religion and believe 
that no matter what physical calamities may oc- 
cur, the mental consciousness will not and can- 
not be destroyed? Any religion is better than 
the dangerous condition of none. By hoping for. 
a continuity of life and believing we have the 
same may we not according to this injunction 
enjoy such possibilities of the great unlimited 
divine-like process of evolution? 

That there may be a beneficial result from 
a strong and abiding faith in an eternal and 
spiritual life is an inference deducible from our 
present understanding of the process of evolu- 
tion and recent mental studies of man. There-— 
fore, I reiterate that, since we have physical 
proof in the wonderful progress we have made 
we must conclude that such a future life is pos- 
sible according to the laws of nature and we 
cannot deny the assertion that a soul has already 
developed in man. 

If by evolution an eye has been produced 
from a cell or pigment of matter, may we not 

conclude that by the same process a soul may 

have been produced from a spark of the intelli- 
gence, mind or life which is necessary to make 
a man? 

The basis for such an assumption does not 
rest primarily upon a belief in the existence 
of God, but it rests simply upon even the ignor- 
ant obedience of these divine-like laws. We, in 
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fact, have come up fiom a stage of life which 
was too low to recognize the existence of a God, 
but nevertheless we came in obedience to His 
laws, struggling and desiring for something 
higher, until the final descendants of this ener- 
gy stand in the perfection of the manhood of 
today. However, as we have learned more it was 
natural to progress faster and in time we were 
made to feel that we could not deny that there 
is a God. 

_ 1 do not dispute that this knowledge of such 
progress would be a support and a corrob- 
oration of the Bible. But the Bible question 
I am not discussing at this time. I am only dis- 
cussing scientific facts and am therefore con- 
tending that it has not been essential in early 
development to see and become acquainted with 
God. It has not been essential to know of the’ 
first causes or to decide whether matter always 
existed or whether it was created, whether in- 
telligence or life was the product of matter or 
matter the product of life to prove the immor- 
tality of the soul. I do contend that from the 
earliest beginning of which we can conceive life 
has progressed far enough to prove that the pres- 
ent ideal state of a spiritual existence is not in- 
consistent with the immutable laws of nature 
termed evolution. 


HAVE WE A SOUL NOW? 


CHAPTER IX. 


I do not pretend to know from what or 
whence man’s soul or life comes. However, I 
think I can figure out the direction from which 
it comes and can distinguish the conveyance or 
the mode of coming and will try and do so ina 
later chapter. I do not claim that the individual 
soul built up as it is in a living man has been 
evolving through ages and without memory of 
the past and not positively knowing, I do not 
pretend to deny any other theories upon the or- 
igin of the soul. I believe that theory which 
may be best fortified by reason is the nearest 
right. However, I do contend that it is as rea- 
sonable to believe that an individual intelligence 
may be created or brought to self consciousness 
today as 10,000,000 years ago. The soul may be 
created for worldly existence coeval with the 
body in which it dwells and be as independent 
of the source of its creation as the body of man 
becomes independent of the body of his mother. 
A soul may be thus created today because of the 
existence of proper conditions as well as the 
body of the moner created out of primary mat- 
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ter could have been originally endowed with life. 
There is no doubt in my mind that a soul existed 
previous to human existence by being a subcon- 
scious part of a previous mentality. If there is 
not some reason in this why do small children 
so generally imagine that they have always ex- 
isted? I shall later attempt to explain this. 

But when the soul is to be recognized it will 
be done by some simple process of induction or 
deduction for many reasons later presented. A 
mere suggestion is made by an historical wager 
with a queen placed on a man’s ability to weigh 
smoke. He weighed the tobacco and then smoked 
it and weighed the ashes, announcing to the as- 
tonished queen the difference as the weight of 
the smoke. 

Every avenue of life is being searched for its 
secrets, every abiding place is being ransacked. 
Who has not tried to penetrate the mysteries of 
the fragrant rose or of the gorgeous peony? We 
have cut into the buds and torn them apart to 
learn their secrets, with almost as much disap- 
pointment as a child that cuts open the head of 
a drum to learn the mystery of its sound. But 
one thing is true. We find that although the 
fragrance and color has not then appeared, the 
leaves and form are there, diminished in per- 
fection as the earlier buds are examined. We 
may trace this design back to the stem, when 
it was a shoot, and on down in the root, and 
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then reason it back still further, to a cell in 
another root, and further back to a point so 
small, so infinite, as to pass the realms of mat- 
ter, and on to some design or purpose of intel- 
lect. If there is a push or purpose in the flow- 
er, is there not a greater force or soul in man? 


One thing is certain and that is that we have 
a soul right now for a soul is that self-conscious- 
ness of life we feel upon every occasion; that 
strong and independent feeling which separates 
man from other men; that force which combats 
bodily death; that reserve which causes man to 
look at his hands as though they were mere 
tools; that sentiment which is moved by sweet 
strains of music and tender words from those 
we love. Why, the soul is the man, and what is 
left is the corpse. 

We have been reminded occasionally of the 
cold, unnatural expressionless features of a de- 
ceased friend. That which is lost and causes 
the change is so shockingly absent that we in- 
stinctively know the spirit has flown. We can 
no longer communicate with it because our 
language has always been a_ physical sense 
language and the spirit we knew has deserted 
the body with which it spoke and looked upon 
us in conveying the sentiments of an innermost 
soul. 

We have often secretly doubted the existence 
of a conscious soul of one deceased because we 
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cannot see or hear or touch it. But why doubt 
merely on this account because no human being 
ever saw or touched or heard the soul of a living 
person. We know it only by what it directs the 
body to say or do. 

The life, the love, the grace and character, 
mind and intelligence which you know and learn 
to love in a friend is finer than human sight and 
hidden from all human senses. We know our 
friends by the things they cause their tongues to 
say and the things they cause their hands to do. 
In life friendship’s unusual statements occasion- 
ally seem strange and cause us to look with as- 
tonishment until a twinkle or a wink of the eye 
reveals the humor of the same old soul. 

There is no more mystery about the soul of 
a departed being than there is about the soul of 
a living being. That which we knew and as- 
sociated with and loved in life is not a part of 
the corpse it leaves. But the soul is all those 
erander qualities that direct a man or an army 
of men; that make the world tremble or soothe 
a troubled heart; it is everything the man ever 
was excepting the cold, clammy, useless and re- 
jected corpse, 


SOUL INDEPENDENT OF THE BODY. 
CHAPTER X. 


Perhaps it would also be interesting to con- 
sider whether or not the consciousness, intelli- 
gence or soul of a man can possibly exist with- 
out a body. 

We are certainly able to prove that no par- 
ticular part of a man’s body is his soul, for every 
part of a man’s brain and body has been removed 
and destroyed part in one man part in another 
and consciousness retained. The individuality 
and consciousness would remain when by brain 
injury most of the body would be paralyzed. 

It would be as difficult to demonstrate to us 
mortal creatures that the consciousness or soul 
of a totally destroyed body incapable of speak- 
ing, moving or feeling, continued independently 
of every part of its body, as it would be impossi- 
ble for a rose (a form of life possessing a certain 
degree of intelligence, but being devoid of the 
usual senses with which man is blessed) to un- 
derstand or teach a lily that such beings as man 
exist to care for, nurture, protect or destroy 
them. It is also said that if man had neither 
feeling or sight, and in walking came in contact 
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with such obstacles as trees, he would be veered 
off without knowing how or why his course was 
changed or being able to explain it. Some sixth 
or seventh sense may in the future be developed 
to explain many of the very curious actions of 
men in their changeable opinons, in their daily 
walks and avocations of life, which we do not 
now understand. 


These illustrations serve to show that if man 
possessed a soul independently of his body, it 
would be almost, if not entirely impossible to 
explain its existence by mortal language or mor- 
tal comparison, or in fact, to understand the 
same. All we are able to do is to make deductions 
by reasoning backward and forward from that 
which we do know and therefore all arguments 
upon this subject are bound to appear somewhat 
vague at first because everything must be es- 
tablished in the abstract. 


If the intelligence of man is dependent upon 
matter, which is entirely displaced every seven 
years, why is it that any two old people upon 
meeting the first time after forty year’s separa- 
tion, revive a memory of little incidents never 
re-impressed upon their various new sets of brain 
celly by subsequent and intermediate thoughts 
since originally made? May it not bea fact that 
impressions are stamped upon something more 
durable than such tablets of decaying matter? If 
a memory will remain although the entire set of 
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brain cells ‘hive been gradually displaced, time 
after time, may it not still remain in the same 
recepticle if the brain should be quickly re- 
moved ? 


The mere fact that because a person may 
swoon or in falling asleep awaken with no mem- 
ory of such periods does not prove a suspension 
of consciousness. No man ever dreamed he was 
anyone else than himself. Therefore when he 
does dream he doesn’t lose his individuality and 
his consciousness, even though he may think 
himself transformed into an animal. It is true 
however, that he doesn’t recollect always what 
he dreams, because he may talk in his sleep and 
awake with no memory of any sleeping thought. 
Nevertheless, in such cases he would be conscious 
but not being attentive would not remember the 
fancies of a restless night any better than the 
listless thoughts of a day dream. However, 
there is no doubt about a person’s ability to cul- 
tivate a memory of his dreams if he desires and 
can afford to sacrifice the rest of sleep. 


A man may have his leg or hig arm cut off 
and buried, yet a spiritual conception of an arm 
will remain. He feels it, he attempts to use it 
and although years after its loss he may almost 
give it up, yet before his old age death a full 
consciousness of the presence of his amputated 
limb will return to him. The doctors may come 
forward with their reasonable sounding expla- 
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nations of this, but if I can feel the conscious- 
ness of a right arm that is lost, why not feel both 
the right and left although lost; why not also be 
conscious of the legs, the head and the trunk if 
they are lost? A soul may be such a conscious- 
ness in process of development of which the 
mental shadow of the lost member is a part. 


It is fairly reasonable from these evidences 
to presume that a man’s consciousness may be 
independent of his body and not suspended or 
exterminated in death any more than nor as 
much as in the short period of the restful sleep. 


The brain seems to be an organ through 
which the will operates. It is a delicate engine 
of energy played upon by will or intelligence. 
The intelligence of man may desire to examine 
a plant, and by will cause the hand to pluck it. 
Again the intelligence may conceive the plan of 
a canal or a railroad across a continent and by 
will induce other forces to co-operate and ac- 
complish a collossal undertaking to satisfy this 
desire of an ego. This machine, the brain of 
man, may have a defective keyboard and not be 
able to perform in every instance the beautiful 
work performed by others. It may work so 
poorly as to be of no use to the intelligence oper- 
ating it. It may when commanded or willed, do 
the very reverse thing and in fact exasperate the 
operator or even totally deceive him. It may be 
that some insane patients are peculiar because 
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of physical defects of brain or body 
as it is usual for such patients, who have 
what are termed hallucinations, and believe that 
a friend is an enemy, a fierce animal or a fiend, 
to act as a sane person would act if the hallu- 
cination were a reality and proceed to defend 
themselves. Possibly a premature breaking up 
of the mental cells later herein referred to, may 
cause this mental marvel. The phenomena term- 
ed insanity is not very satisfactorily explained 
in medical works and consequently does not war- 
rant more than the foregoing mere suggest- 
ions excepting perhaps, to add that every crazy 
thought an insane man may have is a perversion 
of some suggestion. In fact, every idea of any 
man, comes from something else. No thought 
is pure originality made from nothing, but every 
mental conception must be a _ transformation 
from some pre-existing suggestion, idea or ex- 
pression. If every misty imaginative thought of 
man must needs come from something, how can 
even a potential life or soul come from nothing? 
Right here is the place to call attention to that 
strong deduction of common usage, that if mat- 
ter cannot be destroyed neither ean intellect. If 
it cannot be destroyed why would the soul not 
be independent of the body when the body is 
shucked from the soul and transposed into dif- 
ferent matter? 


Returning to the main question we are 
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confronted with the instinctive desire of man 
for a future life. Every nation of the earth has a 
peculiar religion or superstition of its own. It is 
also noticed that aged persons or those who are 
about confronting death, confess a belief in a 
future state, not so fervently felt in budding 
childhood. These things in themselves perhaps, 
would signify nothing were it not for the other 
slight evidences on this subject, merely pointed 
to in the foregoing, fortified by such other obser- 
_ yations as the caterpillar, mothworm and other 
larva life impelled by what may be termed their 
old-age instinct, invariably preparing themselves 
by deliberate action for a transformation. If the 
whole world has observed what nature has done 
for its creatures; how it crowns even the instinct 
of the moth worm with success; how it rewards 
every intuition of bird, animal and insect, will 
man, who has by evolution risen so high and who 
possesses an inherited insatiable desire for a con- 
tinued knowledge and progress and eternal life 
be confronted with a reversal of the law of prog- 
ress and life that has made him what he is and 
will he be disappointed and tortured in this chief 
hope and greatest desire, which is more persist- 
ent than any instinct of animal, bird, or insect? 


ORIGIN OF THE SOUL. 
CHAPTER XI. 


While I have argued and still argue, it is im- 
material how or where the soul originated to es- 
tablish that it may continue to exist I should like 
to add a few suggestions on what occurs as a 
reasonable, probable and natural origin of that 
form of life known as man’s soul. 


It may not be out of place to call attention 
to the condition of man’s life at the period of 
conception. Two independent living germs of 
life unite to form the fertilized ovum later to be 
born asachild. This fact is cited by materialists 
as evidence against a pre-soul existence and to 
prove that consequently a dissolution of the body 
is an extermination of the soul. They cynically 
ask from which of the two does the soul come? A 
careful reading of Hudson’s theory of a dual 
personality in every human being or the subcon- 
scious mind and the reading of the many excel- 
lent magazine articles and reported cases off 
double personalities, shows a strong possibility 
that life comes from the life of the mother or the 
father and not from both. No one can, with- 








Mendelian proportions in maize. Cobs born by heterozygote plants: 
pollinated with the recessive, showing equality of smooth and wrinkled 
and of colored and white grains (Lock). 
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out further data, be certain of this. But recent 
discoveries indicate as much. 

It is claimed by good authority that there 
is not a tendency of blending, unless possibly in 
some cases of mere superficial color. The mix- 
ture of all types or races does not give us a com- 
posite citizenship, but here and there distinct 
representatives recur unmixed and unchanged. 
The crossing of red and white corn accounts for 
the different kernels on. one cob, part of the 
kernels red and part white, but none pink. 
This mixing may result in sweet corn and flint 
corn being raised on the same cob and the same 
with yellow and white corn. In the same way 
the mating of different kinds of rats, mice and 
guinea pigs show that the chances of the two 
parents are equally divided in marking the off- 
spring subject to a much smaller percentage of 
births that resemble the more remote ancestry. . 

It is likewise so with human beings in the 
marriage of idiots with persons of strong intel- 
lect. The children of an idiotic parent will be 
divided about half and half—part idiots and 
part normal. They are not merely average. It 
is either idiotic or intelligent. 

There seems to be a dividing line or limit at 
this attempt to blend. In the far East where the 
distinct races cross they are known as balf- 
preeds. Crossing again they are known as ren- 
egades. These renegades cease reproduction just 
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as the mule—a cross between a donkey and a 
horse—will not breed. Nature protects the iden- 
tity of many of its species by sterility when sex 
violations are persisted in after the third or 
fourth generation. It seems with this revulsion 
of the body against mingling that the soul or life 
takes its last step into immortality through eith- 
er mother or father, but not half and half from 
each. 

There may be a shuffling of well construct- 
ed bodily tissues of the two parents, but not a 
blending, breaking up and mixing, and most 
certainly not a confusion of soul life. The life 
germ of one parent may become dormant or sub- 
conscious while that of the other may become self 
assertive. The self assertive soul or spark of life 
may have come from either mother or father, but 
this one distinctive self assertive person- 
ality is the soul of which we are mostly con- 
cerned and the subconscious soul or spark of life 
which we do not recognize, but which, assisted in 
birth development and possibly at other times, 
and which, perhaps, lost much of its identity, 
may also have its future reward or continuity of 
life. 

The independent life, spark, mind or soul of 
either the spermatozoon or of the ovum which is 
weakest, probably gives way to the leadership of 
the stronger. No proof has ever been advanced 
that a complete, inseparable union of the two 
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particles of mind became one or that neither had 
mind or life previously and consequently by a 
union gave origin to a new life that never lived 
before. Such a theory of mixing like liquids to 
the extent of breaking every one of its complex 
cells, shown fully hereinafter, is more strange 
and harder to establish than the one of co-oper- 
ation I merely suggest for investigation. The 
recent experiments in producing guinea pigs 
without natural fertilization, indicates the union 
of life from the male is not necessary for purely 
female reproduction and may account for any 
distinct subconscious mind or life in all natural 
births. It also indicates that some beings may 
have a subconscious mind and some may not. The 
dual soul personality is acceptable and indeed 
demonstrable. They may, however, in fact leave 
the body at different periods and only where near- 
ly balanced, remain throughout human existence. 
More recent experiments than those concern- 
ing the guinea pig, is shown from Associate 
Press dispatches. “Washington, D. C., Sept. 20, 
(1912.) A fatherless frog is a unique exhibit of 
artificial life of the International Hygiene Con- 
gress. An egg fertilized with acid developed a 
tadpole which today attained froghood.” 
Coming back to the primitive cell or ovum. It 
has life and also is made of material. How was 
the material made? Certainly like all tissue. 
All tissue growth is by cell development as in the 
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original form of life. It is by division of cells 
and then normal expansion, re-division and re- 
expansion. Every man living is a part of the 
same original tissue of all his ancestors: a cell 
cast off and expanding by multiplication. It is 
an actual part of the parent body (the same with 
each ancestor) perfected and striving for greater 
attainments. 


Let us next consider the life part of the 
ovum or spermatozoon. As cells of matter, which 
we see, propagate themselves by this division in 
the material world, perhaps mental cells or soul 
cells, which we cannot sense, may in the same 
manner and even by co-operation with the ma- 
terial, likewise divide or cast off circles or buds 
of soul life to develop into independent mental 
identities. Some divine parent mind or soul may 
be the source of all souls as one seedless orange 
tree and its descendants furnished sprouts for 
millions of independent trees in orange groves. 
After this material illustration of propagated 
and decaying tree trunks for a material compari- 
son, I next give more of a mental or life illustra- 
tion, in which it is said, “In the beginning was 
the word (the mind) and the word was with God 
and the word was God.” Therefore, if in the be- 
ginning mind existed before matter as we may 
easily reason, and this mentality said or thought 
let there be light and there was light because no . 
matter or counter force existed to stay this su- 
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preme desire; and if it was also said or thought 
let there be man in the image of God, what force 
(if there was none) could stay the progress of 
evolution towards this eternal life? 


If there is a Supreme Intelligence who 
always was and always will be (a phrase we use 
to describe the Infinite) and small gifts of life 
are imparted or were imparted, even eons ago, 
from this supreme mentality, like cells of 
matter are cast off to develop, why should they 
not strive in maturing to develop in likeness to 
the parent mentality as do primary cells of mat- 
ter and continue developing a life eternal? Why 
not consider ourselves truly sons of God made in 
His image? Why doubt and challenge the special 
divinity of Jesus Christ when we ourselves have 
a spark of that divinity? Why scoff and hoot 
and secretly question the statement concerning 
the conception of Christ when we are compelled 
to accept the story of a fatherless frog and of 
fatherless guinea pigs? I trust I may be par- 
doned for diverging upon Biblical study at this 
time on the ground of its manifest interest to a 
large group of the world’s population. 


As previously stated, I do not know posi- 
tively from whence the soul came originally, but 
believing it could not come from nothing, merely 
throw out the suggestion that life distinguished 
from flesh may have a growth analogous to mat- 
ter, peculiar however, in being metaphysical in- 
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stead of physical, and without much self con- 
sciousness until fully developed. I speak of this 
merely as a possibility, or perhaps I am justified 
in saying it is a probability and will bear further 
investigation. I will cheerfully change any con- 
clusions not logically drawn from controlling 
_ facts as soon as my attention may be directed to 
the error, because I offer them as they may prove 
to be the truth with the same confidence the 
proofs were presented that the world is round. If 
these evidences which indicate immortality can- 
not be destroyed and are gradually added to, a 
recognition of such a principle of soul growth in 
nature is bound to be acknowledged. 


Analyzing a man under the microscope we 
find him to be a corporation of cells; each cell 
much like the ancestor moner which propagated 
itself by uniting in the center and separating into 
two cells as previously stated. In higher develop- 
ment the human body allows a certain group of 
cells to do the digesting and another set to do the 
Seeing and another set to do the casting off or 
dividing of themselves for self propagation. 
Whereas the moner or its cousin from which 
we developed when walking was all legs 
and when eating was all mouth and stomach, 
and when reproducing split itself in two. 

In man, however, each group begins the per- 
formance of its distinct function in the original 
way, although ending with its highest develop- 
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B-Bat (Rhinoolphus) G-GrisBon (Hylobates) M-Man (Hom) 
After Haeckel. 
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ment. Every fcetal step records the true history 
of evolution from the so-called single celled proto- 
plasm to the acquirement and then the loss of 
gills like the fishes have, and on and on step at 
a time to what he is today. As man develops in 
future, much of the present day education will 
be developed in the womb and still higher attain- 
ments cultivated in colleges of the future. This 
‘is demonstrated now with musical and mathema- 
tical prodigies—not necessarily the son’s of prod- 
igies, but rather the sons of those who concen- 
trate thoughts on mathematics or music at the 
susceptible period perhaps stimulated by some 
necessary calculation, made laborious through 
ignorance or by unusual appreciation of or crav- 
ing for music. 

The influence of the mind with its constant 
desire stimulates both soul and body develop- 
ment of each birth with more strength to achieve 
the ideal desired. That is why the physical as 
well as mental improvement of past ages is con- 
centrated into such wonderful womb develop- 
ment in the short period of nine months. The 
net progress of the next 50,000 years together, 
with all of the wonderful past creations, will be 
concentrated in the womb development of the 
children of that age. It is easy to see every step 
of the past ages of physical development traced 
out in the rapid growth of a body during this 
short period of gestation. It is more difficult, 


60 IMMORTALITY 


however, to see the same rapid retracing of the 
evolution of a soul during the same period but it 
is there. As the body is cast off and developed 
in such wonderfully short time from another 
body, will you not now concede that life itself 
may be cast off from a parental life or spiritual- 
ity and developed into an independent soul? 
This is no more wonderful than what you may 
see in the physical world. 


That soul which separated as a mere 
sprout has for ages been evolving from an un- 
conscious, potential existence to a conscious im- 
mortality not entirely unlike a very low order of 
immortality of matter I shall mention. 

For the purpose of giving a living example 
of this theory of life development to prove by 
analogy that spiritual immortality is a possibil- 
ity in nature I shall first mention earth-worms 
which will develop a new head and extremity 
where severed forming two independent worms. 
There is no doubt of the hydra growing new heads 
when the old ones are severed as surely as aspar- 
agus roots shoot up new sprouts. We may add to 
this the information concerning the eggs of the 
sea urchin, which, when severed, will hatch out 
independent young for each fragment much as 
the spores of mushrooms may be used. to repro- 
duce these plants. Many forms of animal life 
reproduce by budding and growing the offspring 
complete, as spiders and crabs regenerate 
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PROPAGATION OF A MONER. 


The propagation of moners, the lowliest organized of beings, occurs by 
spontaneous division. A, The complete moner—a Protameba. B. Splitting 
up of the same by a median contraction, into two halves. C. Each of the two 
halves has separated from its companion and makes up an independent in- 
dividual, (After Haeckel.) 
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legs or the salamander regenerates legs or tail, 
whenever destruction renders it necessary. 





SALAMANDER 


The ameeba and moner perpetually grow 
and divide. There is no infancy distinguished 
from old age; no parent and child nor natural 
birth nor any birth and no natural death. They 
simply divide, divide, divide. Unless unnatural 
conditions prevent they live and multiply for- 
ever. Those living today have lived millions of 
years and some of them will continue to live mil- 
lions of years to come. The specimens you ex- 
amine under vour microscope today were [in 
some pond in the days of Pharaoh. They are al’ 
the same, but because of division there are more 
of them. 

A study of the coral is a confirmation of the 
same story. The center of the top and bottom of 
the mouth unite and the division of the entire 
animal which started at its mouth is carried out 
until the animal is literally split and lo! we be- 
hold two animals, both of which have the same 
age, which was not the date of the first union of 
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the mouth nor the final separation, but reaches 
back for ages into the eternity of the past; for 
they were never born. Many other such exam- 
ples could’ be given. 

Any ultra microscopic cell of any of these 
microscopic animals, or any form of life reveals 
the same marvelous intelligent construction of 
the Omnipitent Architect of life. 


It is possible for any one to see an inde- 
pendent life moving and acting in such harmo- 
nious rythm as an earth worm cut into two pieces 
and each part live and becomes separate an1 
distinct. These worms reproduce internal organs 
as an eye is reproduced on the tryon or 
a whole head is reproduced on many insects. 
Assuming a sort of worm intelligence or 
memory and a directing center of intelligence 
for a worm before severed, would not the 
tail half of the old worm remember something of 
the experience it had before it lost its head half 
and developed a new one? If, by dividing its 
body, it also divides its life and experience, as it 
surely must, why do not human parents (made 
up of the same cells that constitute the earth 
worm) impart some of their experience, instinct 
or memory with the cells of their bodies and the 
sparks of their souls that are surrendered to 
mature independent manhood and womanhood? 

The answer must needs be they do and per- 
haps these memories remain dormant for gener- 











A. Male (a) and female (8) dragon-fly (Calopteryx maculata). The wings of the 


male are a rich lustrous green, almost black. The wings of the female are very pale green, almost 


colorless. The male is much more conspicuous. 2B, Triton cristatus, male, female, and larva, The 
upper figure is the male.— From Brehm's Thier leben. 
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ations and then become so responsive as to burst 
out in what he may think is his mere imagina- 
tion, surprising himself and giving the credu- 
lous the impression that he is a re-incarnated 
soul of some great man of the past? All pre- 
birth memory is probably more like intuition and 
instinct than educational memory and know- 
ledge. This manner of development is the basis 
for all arguments for pre-natal influence. 

- There is even more than this. In one sense 
death seems unnatural on account of the per- 
sistence of all these lower organisms. Where we 
have thought death occured, it is only an inter- 
ruption of the immortality of nature. Therefore 
it is no wonder that the interruption of so called 
death is not permanent and that matter as well 
as life will move on and cannot be destroyed but 
can only be diverted and temporarily changed 
from its course. Ags man’s body has also existed 
for so many ages and his likes and dislikes are 
the net results of his experiences of ages before 
the birth from which he calculates everything, 
his soul has had the same immortality and may 
expect a longer, a stronger and an individual con- 
scious existence. 

Why are not some of man’s dreams either 
when wakeful or asleep put in motion by subcon- 
scious memories of occurrences when they were 
part of the ancestors mental corporation? 

To illustrate this subject further consider 
some education as a process of recalling inherit- 
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ed memories. If it were not so you could teach 
a dog or a cat something like you teach a child. 
This inherited memory is called instinct when 
chickens or birds hatched in incubators and not 
raised among nature’s offspring, mate, build nests 
and go on rearing young. Such memories would 
come to mankind at the proper time by instinct 
if not circumvented by education running wild. 


The soul of man today originated as far as 
his independence is concerned when it separated 
from the soul of his parent. In another sense it 
is like the coral, never born but always existed. 
Let us return to the materialist’s origin of the 
soul from an alleged chemical union of the sper- 
matazoon and ovum referred to in the opening 
of this chapter. I think it probable such union 
was not originally necessary but in later ages the 
practice was one adopted. I am of the opinion 
that all life at some early period of developement 
increased by division without exterior co- 
operation. Later on they not only con- 
tinued this process of reproduction but 
also became bisexual. Still later some types 
Separated into groups of distinct sexes. 
Sex relationship seems to be an evolutionary 
step as clearly marked as the evolution of sight. 
It seems to have been adopted to aid and excite 
a natural condition of self-propagation, the pow- 
er of which primitively existed independently 
with each individual. 
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Another link in the chain of such develop- 
ment is shown as follows: Fecundation among 
some insects occurs only once in a lifetime and 
is like a funeral rite ay death surely follows the 
ceremony. Once the queen bee is fertilized the 
drone perishes while the bride faithful to the 
union may lay eggs and raise swarm after swarm 
for five or ten years never again mating. Other 
insects including some spiders unite as a sort of 
experimental desire because such fertilization is 
not necessary to the laying of eggs that hatch. 


All of this with the cases of union of bisex- 
ual insects indicates that higher families of life 
have developed distinct sex relationship and rely 
upon such stimulation as a substitute for inher- 
ent excitement until sex relationship became 
necessary in place of the primitive manner of re- 
production. 

But what of all this! It is a mere segment in 
the long chain of life extending down from ages 
without a broken link. A glimpse at the exist- 
ence of life determined long previous to sex un- 
ion was noted in pursuing an investigation in 
eugenics. The ovaries of the black guinea pig 
have been grafted, in an albino mother in place 
of those removed and upon such albino mother 
being mated with an albino male she produced 
black offspring twice successively and after the 
third mating died, leaving the foetal young with 
coats of black hair. Does this not indicate the 


66 IMMORTALITY 


real parent of the three families of black 
guinea pigs was the mother from whom the liv- 
ing ovaries were taken to be grafted on the white 
foster mother, who nourished this germ life in 
potential existence on to actual existence? The 
impressed organ of reproduction kept alive by 
the body upon which it was grafted produced the 
new entire bodies of the offspring and the germs 
of soul life transmitted with the parts of the 
organ imparted and became the fully developed 
life of the progeny. 

If the body is thus projected and extended 
as understood through cell division of an organ 
consecrated to the service of real and complete 
reproduction, that cell which develops an in- 
dependent entire body, is also accompanied by a 
spark of life that likewise becomes a fully de- 
veloped soul. That soul, in fact, never originated 
at the time of the union of the so-called parent 
sexes because it existed long before and was 
merely excited and stimulated by sex relation-— 
ship into a separation from the parent, with 
whom it had previously been entrusted to as- 
Sume an independent career. 








WHY A SOUL HAS NO DEFINITE 
PRE-BIRTH MEMORY. 


CHAPTER XII. 


It has been shown beyond question that our 
bodies have had immortality of the past in the 
unsatisfying way described. It has been shown — 
this example of casting off, dividing and expand- 
ing tissues of the parent body followed by mat- 
ter is also followed by life or spirituality and 
therefore, in all probability, man’s soul has had 
the same unsatisfying immortality, in being a 
bud or sprout from the soul or life of his an- 
cestors. However, such past immortality has 
been a subservient dependent and an almost un- 
conscious existence until in the independence 
of after birth development we become a sepa- 
rate, distinct mortality and soul. 

The eyelids of man bat without a conscious 
soul direction; his heart moves in the same way 
to keep up the circulation, and his intestines 
press on the digesting foods to nourish the seat 
of a soul engaged in problems of other men. 
Thousands, yes millions of similar intelligent 
motions of the body prolong its existence. These 
reflex, unconscious acts of intelligence impressed 
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in the vitality of every cell of the body are bound 
to be felt in a vague way as they grow, although 
fading in the multiplication of cells for a new 
human being. Therefore why should a young 
child not have a natural, inherent feeling that it 
always existed until mistaught that it did not? 
Even its body has always existed in the same way 
the bodies of earth worms and moners have for 
ages existed by continually stretching out and 
dividing time after time. Why should not the 
sunlight and warmth feel familiar and soothing 
to its tissue? ‘Why should not cells of some par- 
ents be more strongly impressed than others of 
this tissue subconscious soul memory of sensa- 
tions that creates a taste or pleasure or tendency 
which makes the descendant a genius? Why is it 
that this subconscious obedient part of life which 
never previous to independent birth sent out 
ideas but only received instructions, like the tail 
half of an angle worm, should not graduate to 
more independence and consequently be very del- 
icately influenced by its unrecognized memory 
of past existence? 

In the same manner that a man jerks his 
hands from the fire he touches without stopping 
to think he becomes expert in games or in the 
handling of machinery. In this same way we will 
say his hands are taught to think and perform 
marvelous duties while his mind is busy in inde- 
pendent thought. Likewise I have tried to show 
that the tissues of the old body, developing to 
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form the new one, with its accompanying life, 
may have inherited something akin to this hand 
intelligence of which I have spoken. 

It is an interesting pursuit or inquiry to try . 
and ascertain whether all instinctive desires are 
but the product of an inherited but indistinct 
memory. When advancing infancy has developed 
sufficiently these vague memories are generally, 
though possibly not always, crowded out by 
present day happenings, and man is inspired and 
tempted to the sole consideration of a field of 
comprehensible possibilities of the present. Yet 
they are there. Something said or done may 
stimulate them and possibly not recall much 
more than a primitive like or dislike. The life 
or soul may be added to, stimulated or charged 
analogous to the charging of a battery. 

For the purpose of giving some basis of 
speculative reason to follow on this subject at- 
tention is temporarily diverted to the almost 
unrecognizable latent force in matter and the 
terrific explosion of this force when released. 

When we realize something of the power 
and force stored within a small quantity of ra- 
dium, which expels its electrons at a speed of 
100,000 miles a second, we wonder at the source 
of the energy that concentrated it. The stored 
energy even in a piece of wood, in a bucket of 
water, or in a copper coin is more marvelous 
than any of the wonders of human construction, 
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Whenever the secret is completely unlocked, 
whenever the particles of the package are wholly 
released, they return with terrific speed to a pre- 
vious state of existence in the wide expanse of 
the universe from which they were gathered. 

In considering the development of a sow 
I have often wondered whether intelligence like 
matter, being indestructible, was not made up of 
infinitesimal mind particles capable of division 
and subdivison to the extreme limits which con- 
found us in separating the particles of matter 
to its ultimate limit. If so, then as tru- 
ly as only about two dozen letters of our 
alphabets are used in different combinations 
to make the world’s literature, and as truly as 
10 figures from one to cypher are used to make 
the millions of billions of numbers in the world’s 
calculations and likewise as truly ag only 12 
notes are used in different combinations to make 
all the music of this world and also as truly asa 
lesser number of primary cells of matter are only 
placed in different combinations to make the 
different multitudinous forms of matter; so algo 
_ may we expect similar primitive spiritual cells 
of intellect or particles of mind to be put together 
in different numbers and in different ways to 
constitute the many various forms of life. 

If man persists in his faith demanding a . 
future life, demanding that the corporation of 
mental cells be held together, he should have a 
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greater mind or soul which would continue to 
grow and better prepare itself for a continuity of 
life. Ifa man reverses his natural power of at- 
traction to separate this unity of corporate in- 
telligence, it may create a state of mental coma 
or it may be so disastrous as to explode and sep- 
arate all these particles. Again, I say faith is 
necessary to continue this wonderfully strong 
mentality that man has developed and feels with- 
in himself. Possibly it would be difficult to think _ 
one man could disintegrate a soul, countless gen- 
erations had evolved. However, faith is bound 
to make one stronger. It should require faith 
to counteract the powerful current developed 
against immortality. <A child not subject to this 
may have a greater inherited faith than a muscu- 
lar man on the negative side. 


In the same manner that food is necessary 
for the stimulation of the cell development of 
the body, so is the accumulation of mental nu- . 
trition contained in truth and knowledge and 
good deeds necessary to cultivate a greater life 
or soul. The things we think—the thoughts we 
receive and throw off or remember and forget— 
are to the soul what food is to the body. They 
carry as a conveyance a soul element, which, 
when retained, becomes a part of the soul life— 
part of man’s mental nature and character. As 
you build up the body and protect it by food, 
drink and raiment, so would it appear to be nat- 
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ural that you would widen and strengthen the 
soul or mentality by what is concentrated in 
faith, hope and charity. It is certain one can- 
not carry into the great beyond any part of his 
vast wealth accumulations, but there is a mar- 
velous hope and a grand possibility that the 
accumulated knowledge of good things or ever- 
lasting principles in harmony with that which 
lives, may be taken as a part of the intellect 
because it becomes a part of the enduring soul. 


In this manner it would appear you may so 
develop or cement a strong consciousness and in- 
dividuality which may become as much more in- 
vulnerable to disintegration, than a hopeless men- 
tality, as the product of intelligence of a quartz 
crystal appears to be more invulnerable to disin- 
tegration than the intelligence of a toadstool. 
If this strong and abiding faith is not persisted 
in and we permit the soul to become weak and 
emaciated, is there not some danger of disinte- 
gration of mind cells into primary elements of 
mentality—into that low ocean of the common- 
est intellect for a fresh struggle, which I should 
imagine the equal of any literal hell that has 
ever been described. 


The world has heard so much of a hell that 
we may well expect to find some low sink holes 
of utterly useless and rotten human intellect. 
Some intellects do not desire to progress beyond 
the corruption of this world and may not. Since 
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they will not progress and since they cannot 
remain (nothing can stand still), they 
may simply be obliged to explode just as an 
egg dashed against a-wall. I therefore wonder if 
death to some people who do not desire a future 
life is a breaking up of the intellect and a dis- 
pelling of the mental cells or particles of spirit- 
uality constituting a soul and whether or not 
they are broken so fine that they must be made 
over by being absorbed and reconverted in other 
mental cell development, as low as the intelli- 
gence of insects or even in vegetable life? I do 
not mean that the whole soul would be kept in- 
tact and become an insect or a flower, but only 
that the tiniest particles of his exploded mental 
cells, as distinguished from material cells, may 
be absorbed and reshaped to merely stimulate 
some other form of life, started and existing un- 
der the known laws of nature. 


Worlds may have been destroyed and this 
earth received much of its growth from their 
fragments in the showers of meteors which come 
within its attraction. Human bodies developing 
through our millions of annual births are grow- 
ing as explained by cell expansion of the original 
tissues, but nourished and fed so as to enable 
a re-conversion of animal and vegetable cells 
to the same form as the tissues of our bodies in 
order to permit this division and expansion pre: 
yiously recalled, } | 
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Does it not follow that mind and matter 
which has so long and closely associated, would, 
like all associates in nature, develop similar 
traits in many particulars? Therefore the strong 
and vigorous mind may attract these meteors of 
intellect in various combinations thrown off 
from the minds of living or departed intellects, 
like the earth attracts its brilliant constellation 
of earth cells from disintegrated worlds. The 
mind of a mighty man who intends to live on 
may strengthen itself by absorbing the particles 
of intellect or whole ideas from the oceans of in- 
tellect that come within the range of his attrac- 
tion and which he makes his own by a mental 
process similar to that by which cells of mat- 
ter from plants and animals are reconverted 
or metamorphosed and made his own in bodily 
growth. 

There are certainly both high and low or- 
ders of life. A man’s soul is the highest known 
type of life. If organized it is capable of growth. 
If it grows, it is complex and additions or cells 
of mentality are added probably like they are 
added to material growth. It would follow 
that these mental cells may be separated. This 
separation is annihilation—good-bye to your- 
self—it is hell. 

This leads us squarely to the question of 
whether the soul is simple or compound. It 
would appear by analogy that it is both, It 
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was simple as it started in the nucleus of the 
first spiritual cell that parted in company with 
the first material cell. By expansion and di- 
vision if it operates like matter with which it’ 
simultaneously appears, it becomes the pattern 
spiritual cell, which never had an additional 
number of compound cells, excepting as this one 
created them by division, with which to think, 
act and co-operate. They are while in develop- 
ment, made up of many cells under the influ- 
ences of the original soul cell. While the addi- 
tions appear to make it complex, none of these 
spiritual cells could be annexed as they were 
constituted, but all are spiritually absorbed, re- 
worked or changed and thus adopted as a part 
and as associates of the one original ego. Hach 
cell, while once independent, later becomes a 
part of the central soul. In a pecular way each 
soul is independent and still consociated with 
its soul subjects and yet in another way it is a 
part of the great Infinite to which it returns as 
illustrated with the Medusa colony referred to 
next herein. 

Two comparisons of complex organizations 
may aid us in understanding a third—the won- 
derful organizations of mind particles consti- 
tuting the soul. 

First attention is directed to what has been 
said of man’s bodily organization of material 
cells to perform the various offices of the body 
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by each set of cells—the distributed intelligence 
and the central intelligence. 


Second: Nature reveals a clearer illustra- 
tion of this in the Medusa, known as the sea 
nettle or jelly fish. They are raised in colonies, 
each member an identity, but held together by 
Segments and connected by something similar 
to a nervous and circulation system. The mic- 
roscopic yeast cells we may observe any day 
are produced by cell divisions which are slow to 
separate and remain in chains or groups per- 
haps to co-operate. But the Medusa holding 
together in much-the same way, being large 
enough to observe, goes far beyond this, demon- 
strating its wonderful co-operative work. In 
this colony a part devote almost their sole en- 
ergy to dividing or casting off for reproduction 
as a foundation for new colonies, and another 
part assumes the special duty of defense and con- 
quest. Still others perform the function of di- 
gesting—one continuous round of banqueting 
for the benefit of all others who share in nutri- 
tion without the labor of eating. In the same 
manner of division of duties other marvelous 
work is accomplished. 


Haeckel says of this species of life, described 
also as a glorious spectacle, compared to a float- 
ing flower bush with leaves, blossoms and fruit, 
which appear like polished crystal of most 
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graceful forms and delicate colors—an unfor- 
getable wonder to behold: 

“ Ags in a community of ants, so in the Si- 
phonophore republic a number of differently 
formed animals have combined into a kind of 
higher social organization. But, while in the 
republic of ants, which is of a much higher or- 
der, the ideal bond of social interests and that 
of a political sense of duty unites all the indiv- 
iduals as free and independent citizens, in the 
Siphonophore republic the members of the com- 
munity are by bodily connection riveted like 
slaves directly to the yoke of their communal 
unity. Still even in this close coherence each 
person is endowed with an individual soul of its 
own. If severed from the common stem, it can 
not move about and live and have an independ- 
ent being. The entire sea-nettle, as a whole, also 
possesses a will of its own, a central will, on 
which the single individual depends. It pos- 
sesses a common sensation which at once com- 
municates the perceptions of the single indiv- 
iduals to all the others. Thus each of the Me- 
dusa citizens might well exclaim with Faust: 

“ ‘Two souls alas do dwell within my 
breast.’ 

“The soul of the individual lives in compro- 
mise with the social soul of the community. 

“Woe to any Medusa that, in the infatua- 
tion of egotism, would break away from the 
communal stock in order to lead an independ- 
ent life. Unable to perform all the particular 
functions that are indispensable to its self pre- 
servation, most of which were performed by its 
several fellow-citizens, it needs soon perish if 
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it be detached from its old companions. For 
one Medusa of the Siphonophore can only float, 
another only feel, a third only feed, a fourth 
only catch prey and repel enemies, etc. Only 
the harmonious co-operation and the reciprocal 
support of all its members, only the communal 
consciousness, only the central soul, linking all 
together in bonds of faithful love, can impart a 
lasting stability to the existence of both the in- 
dividuals and their totality.” 

Third: From this illustration and the first 
(man’s body) we may fairly presume, for want 
of a better comparison, that a man’s soul is a 
finer, more delicate, Medusa-like colony of in- 
tellect, perhaps to progress under Divine lead- 
ership of the Source of all souls. 

I ask you now, what is impossible in nature? 
What is impossible with the Infinite? Why not 
expect a wonderful, complex, spiritual organiza- 
tion of mind particles in preference to a disor- 
ganized, misty force, when even the dusty polen 
of flowers are beautiful, intelligently designed, 
crystaline forms, when even the mold upon neg- 
lected food is a minature jungle and forest and 
every flake of snow that falls, although different 
from every other, seems to have been designed 
by an artist? 

These snowflakes and all crystals may seem 
mysterious but for real mystery follow Macfie’s 
description of a cell: 

“Tt is very strange that a little association 
of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen should 
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have the power of adding to their number, and it 
is stranger still that the addition should take 
such shape, and produce such a mechanism as a 
multicellular organism. If a brick were to grow 
into a pile of bricks, and if the bricks were to ar- 
range themselves in the form of a cathedral, what 
a miracle it would seem; yet every day single 
cells grow into heaps of cells, and the heaps of 
cells arrange themselves into trees, and flowers, 
and birds, and beasts, and men and no one seems 
particularly surprised.” 

‘What force moves in this mysterious way? 
Is a soul not more mysterious than a cell? 


By analogy we show all space is filled with 
ether. We do not see it or know of it by any di- 
rect sense recognition. We know the energy bring- 
ing heat and light from the sun travels by wave 
action which it produces wherever we have anal- 
ized its motion. We assume there is a substance 
susceptible to this wave movement as a natural 
means of conveyance because this wave travel- 
ing element comes to us. Hther is in a similar 
class to electricity or gravitation in that we dis- 
cover the existence of either of them usually by 
what it does to other things or what other things 
do with it. 

In the same manner that we assume the ex- 
istence of ether we may analyze a soul. We do 
so by inquiring into the plan and method of all 
of the work of the Infinite. If an Infinite, In- 
telligence made up the whole material universe 
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of suns and stars by a combination of infinitis- 
mal parts; if plants and insects and animals are 
all produced and grow by cell division and ex- 
pansion ; if all creation is complex and therefore 
subject to division and re-division, may we not 
conclude that the Author of this universal work 
adopted such a universal system as a principle 
of all of the rest of His handiwork? If this 
principle exists in all we have known and all we 
discover in the unlimited diversity of the ma- 
terial world, how can we assert that God has 
withheld that principle from the rest of His 
work which we do not see—from the soul of man? 

We have all been astounded in learning of 
the magnitude of the universe and _ being in- 
formed the sun was revolving on its axis and 
was also traveling in an almost uncomprehen- 
sible circle, carrying its circling solar system of 
globes, continually revolving around it, as our 
moon revolves around itself, around this earth 
and with the earth around the sun and also the 
greater uncalculated circumference of the sun’s 
circle. 

The circle is indeed a mystery of creation. 
The rational, reasoning, hard-headed, scientific 
materialists running these circles back to a time 
when worlds are reduced to grains of sand and 
sand or other material is separated and reduced 
to gases and vapor and primordial matter, then 
they commence to build it up again under syn- 
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thetic philosophy. They say some force starts 
a circle—they call it a “vortex’’—which goes 
on and on growing by the union of other forces 
until we behold a spiral nebule and then a 
world is born. 


At the other extreme we learn electrons are 
spinning around with terrific speed and circling 
in orbits within the atom as the more compre- 
hensible solar system moves. After we recover 
rom such a shock and return to a consideration 
of the opinions of astronomers it. is only one 
step farther for a philosopher to say this first 
small vortex ring or parental ring, had a germ 
or nucleus of mentality, to start with, and at- 
tracted particles to the mere idea, against 
which there was no resistance. This nucleus 
of mentality, if thrown off by nature, in the 
usual manner of nature’s work, would be 
started as the circle of a cell is started. 


In our botanies we learn that throughout 
the whole field of vegetable life every seed and 
every bud and sprout germinates in the form of 
a circle. Likewise by the aid of the investiga- 
tion of biology the whole insect and animal 
world is governed in the same way and starts 
life ag man does, curled in the same mystic 
circle. 


Why is not a soul unfolded without a mem- 
ory, under the same principle of nature as a cir- 
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cular cell of matter is unfolded or rolled into 
material existence? 

May not this also be true of even a thought? 
Every public speaker has noticed the support 
or depression of an audience when unusually in 
or out of harmony with him. Every person has 
been reminded of the old adage “speak of an- 
gels and you hear the rustle of their wings” by 
the fact that time after time some one, while 
being discussed, interrupts withian uncanny: ap- 
pearance. 

As we talk of a man just before he appears, 
we have often thought of an old acquaintance, 
shortly before a letter is received from him. As 
we sit in our homes, we sometimes abruptly 
think of another and then the telephone rings. 
In an instant we find the bell was too slow. 
The party calling was the one of which we were 
previously thinking. Agajin, we think of an 
invention, but read an announcement from the 
man who has beaten us to it. A wave of public 
sentiment, time after time, sweeps over the 
country, like a great cloud crosses the sky. 
All these things, so generally noticed, by our 
ninety millions of people, and the rest of the 
world, for each generation, over and again, con- 
clusively show that they are not coincidences, 
These circumstances are of such recurrence, that 
the old adage, “speak of the devil and his imps 
will appear,” can never be forgotten. These 
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things must not be diregarded, by men, as cattle 
disregard so many common things they see. 
But our duty demands that we account for such 
persistent occurrences. 

If one mind merely by thought effects an- 
other in this first delicate suggestion, as shown, 
we may speculate on how it is done. Is this en- 
ergy in long unbroken shafts connecting the two 
or is it by usual circular cell-like particles? Is 
it not sent out like the light and heat giving 
energy which, when given off, separates from its 
source and travels on independently until it 
reaches the object absorbing it? If this reason- 
able hypothesis is true why may we not pick up 
some of the ideas thrown off by men although 
death results before being absorbed by those liv- 
ing? If this is true why may we not carry it 
further and concede that thought energy may be 
picked up, although it may have started as far 
back as the light of some of the distant stars, 
which, though started 6000 years ago, is 
just reaching us, or from some source of intelli- 
gence in a different sphere from living men of 
today? 

The assertion that mind is a function of the 
brain just as bile is a secretion of the liver is a 
very much overworked proposition by physical 
materialists. This class of men, because their 
feet rest upon the earth, made up of the skele- 
tons and carcasses of life, and knowing that 
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there must have been an origin of all things, be- 
lieve that intelligence is the product of matter 
and assume that mind is a secretion because of 
its localization in or operation through the 
brain. Because they see more of matter than of 
intellect they think it is a mere chemical pro- 
duction. I will agree that as everything is 
traced back, it narrows and simplifies and dis- 
cards its branches and complex developments. 
We trace matter back division after division as 
it was formed by its accompanying life, but we 
never have yet shown where life was distilled 
from lifeless matter. |The tendency would be to- 
wards the establishment of the opposite view, viz: 
that matter came from life,vitality or mind. When 
we have reduced the substance of apparently inan- 
imate matter to the electron spinning and whirl- 
ing with greater speed than the planets, we are 
obliged to try and compare its infiintesimal ma- 
terial body with its terrific speed, vitality or life. — 
This vitality is its main element,but its body—the 

matter—is almost nil. If everything was once 
an electron and possessed of such speed, velocity 
and vitality there can be no more than one or 
two steps farther to pure thought, which has 
more speed than even the electron, for it is in- 
stantaneous. Since mind and matter could not 
have originated simultaneously—but one must 
have been the product of the other—I prefer be- 
lieving that mind is more perfect, possessed of 
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more vitality; hence is older and superior to 
matter. It follows that matter is more likely to 
be the product of mind. 

Upon the question of mind being a secretion 
of the brain, what will you do with the man who 
listens to a conversation unfolding a wonderful 
and perfect idea? The man who hears it and 
accepts it, manufactured nothing from his brain, 
but he merely received an idea by means of hear- 
ing and sight. The man who unfolded it created 
nothing but perhaps an accident or long experi- 
ence taught it to him and he saw a universal 
principle that he related. Man uses his brain 
as a receiver, whether voluntarily or involunta- 
rily, and separates or sifts out and rejects all 
thoughts which are not of interest to him. He 
makes nothing in the thought line, but rather 
gathers it as a matter of educational develop- 
ment. 

Mentality is so strong and so attractive or 
repellant that it is often compared to the in- 
struments of wireless telegraphy. As we de- 
sire to make ourselves better or worse in a spir- 
itual or material way in any branch of develop- 
ment, we attune ourselves to that environment 
or vibration by thinking upon the subject and 
receive thoughts and ideas as we desire. In this 
way we enlarge the ego according to the growth 
desired. “As a man thinketh in his heart so is 
he.” To dwell upon evil with fear is only an- 
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other way of inviting it by thus attuning our 
souls to receive the things we fear. It is hinted 
with great force that to repel a condition feared 
it is necessary to look for the antithesis which 
will automatically dispel that not desired because 
of making the mind a welcome place for the vi- 
bration of that which will take the place of and 
crowd out all thoughts and their products, 
which are the objects of fear. How natural it 
has ever been to have the information or means 
of doing things revealed after constant 
desire, when unneutralized by the negative force 
of fear. Desire will not bring things to 
us through a modern express company or on 
a cart, but only the mental means or knowledge 
of the power of accomplishment. It is a demon- 
strable fact that “faith without works availeth 
naught.” 


These things indicate the evolution of each 
soul from a primative start and the powerful 
energy of the soul to gather all its desires at 
the proper season without the necessity of an 
eternal past memory. Memory has not been as 
necessary as we would suppose excepting as it 
has been developed for local emergencies and 
new accomplishments. Memory seems to be a 
mere pilot-light or scaffolding for the develop- 
ment of instinct in instinct following animals 
and character in higher life. As soon as its 
function is performed memory leaves and hab- 
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its are the results. Instinct or character is the 
consolidation of so many memory particles that 
it becomes a crystalized part of the creature’s 
nature, handed down by means of separation 
and division of the impressed parental cells. 

Instinct is naturally more highly developed 
in the lower animals such as some insects, than 
in man for the reason that these insects existed 
millions of years before man arrived and they 
retained and relied upon this inherited memory 
while man, a newer arrival, converted the same 
energy and this organism, if such it is, in the 
other direction—the future. 

Considering the manner of propagation in 
every form of animal life as traceable to some 
form of separation from a continuous existing 
life and an inherited product of memory and we 
may begin to understand the marvelous intelli- 
gent-like acts of some of the insects. ‘Without the 
necessity of distinct memory, but only by the aid 
of its product, so-called instinct, they perform 
the most skillful surgical operations exactly as 
their millions of billions of ancestors have done. 
They do these things as inexorably as the tissues 
for a human body by their own volition carry out 
a reorganization for a new human birth much 
more highly developed than its ancestors of 
other ages. No distinct ancient memory—a sort 
of mirror or looking glass reflection of reality—is 
necessary for a settled condition, where know- 
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ledge is absorbed and accepted as a part of the 
creature. 

Is it mere guess work that causes the para- 
site that attacks the cabbage worm and stings 
its eggs in the flesh, there to hatch in the midst 
of the fresh tissues of the worm, which remains 
alive to support this horde of aliens? Is it an 
accident that the young so hatched never de- 
vour the vital parts of the worm, which would 
mean their own starvation, but subsist on the 
tissues, the destruction of which does not result 
in an immediate fatality? ‘What can be said of 
the wasp that stings its prey so carefully, al- 
ways the same place, a nerve center, and 
some victims in eight distinct nerve centers, only 
paralyzing not killing the quarry, which it stores, 
preserved in their own vitality for the young? 

I have used only two of a large number of 
wonderful performances, some of which are 
marvels of intelligence far surpassing the two 
given. These illustrations of insect intelligence 
handed down for ages, are but the product of 
composite experiences, balanced against each 
other and prorated as they are passed on to the 
prevailing species. This apparent result is the 
delicate but directing intuition we call an in- 
stinct. 

Man has abandoned this pre-birth memory 
or instinct to give heed to his newer senses and 
mechanical extensions thereof and to look to 
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the present and future rather than the musty 
past. The lower organisms are the same thing 
over and over again. All crickets, bees, ants, 
flies and moths of any particular variety took 
exactly alike because they obey their instincts 
and act exactly alike. They depend upon this 
inherited or preserved memory-sensing of the 
past for their guidance. They will always re- 
main the same and never progress, because of 
obeying instinct rather than aspiring for the 
improvements which gave to man the “breath 
of life’ that made him a continuous living 
soul. , 

: For the thousands of years that mankind 
was more inclined to stop than advance, fol- 
lowing the precedent of the times and ridiculing 
all innovation, no great advancement was 
made. But what may we not now expect 
from the harvests of free education adopted 
only a generation or so ago? 

I believe the element of hope in the human 
race and the faith in the future which we are 
developing, is the result of having actually 
picked up the sense of instinct, which once 
trailed along behind, keeping us in the same 
course and so reversing it as to feel out and 
sense the future in connection with the other 
new Senses we possess. 

I repeat we have no distinct pre-pirth mem- 
ory that the soul would recognize because we 
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have reconverted or lost the instinct sense and 
do not try to exercise it even to give any cred- 
ence to superstition, its last and now unreliable 
ragged remnant. 

How does this suggestion harmonize with 
the fact that we would question the statement 
of any man who claims to remember any single 
incident happening within three or six months 
or a year after his birth? Why is it that the 
memory of even the best of us is so unreliable af- 
ter a few years and why is there so much con- 
troversy between people who hear and see the 
same things at the same time? It is largely be- 
cause memory is a mere hand-maid to recall evi- 
dences during the analytical period when ideas 
are being considered for absorption, as a part of 
a man’s nature or forgotten and cast off with all 
mental excretion. If we do not remember the 
large percentage of incidents of mortal life, why 
should we remember details of foreign incidents 
previous to birth when we were only a subservi- 
ent spiritual cell of a soul? 

A great deal of subconscious memory is 
utilized throughout the life of all mankind. We ~ 
are daily thinking of things we believe are orig- 
inal when they in fact are the recalled ideas of 
our own nature, absorbed from something long 
previously read or heard, when the author or the 
incident has been forgotten. 

I wish to call attention to an example or 
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two of what some critics may brand as plagiar- 
ism. 


Poe was a masterful original poet. Why 
should such a genius steal? The same may be 
said of other poets. Yet note the striking sim- 
ilarity of Poe’s “Raven” with a Chinese poem 
of 2000 years ago. 


From the Literary Digest of July 18, 1911, 
I take one stanza from Kia Yi of 200 B. C., for 
memory comparison with the “Raven.” 

“Betwixt moss-covered, reeking walls 

An exiled poet lay— 

On his bed of straw reclining, 

Half despairing, half repining— 

When athwart the window sill, 

In flew a bird of omen ill, 

And seemed inclined to stay. 

To my book of occult learning 

Suddenly I thought of turning” ete. 


Compare also Morris’s “Woodman Spare 
that Tree” with “Kan tang,” which was an old 
ode written in the time of Saul, over three thous- 
and years ago and collected. with other poems 
by Wan Wang and Duke Chan and later trans- 
lated by Dr. Wells Williams in his book on The 
Middle Kingdom. 
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“Oh ‘fell not that sweet pear tree: 
See how its branches spread. 

Spoil not its shade, 

or Shao’s chief laid 

Beneath it his weary head. 


Oh clip not that sweet pear tree, 
Each twig and leaflet spare— 
*Tis sacred now, 

Since the lord of Shao 

When weary rested there. 


Oh touch not that sweet pear tree; 
Bend not a twig of it now; 

There long ago, 

As the stories show, 

Oft halted the chief of Shao.” 


‘While the inspirations of these poets may 
be coincidences based upon the same inquiry 
and the same responsive hearts, they may also 
be the unconscious breathing of a part of their 
own natures developed by both from the accept- 
ance of the same thoughts more coarsely ex- 
pressed by others. Who is there, weary and 
footsore, suffocated and thirsty, returning to the 
Shade of the tree in his door yard and while he 
lay there, would not think of the possibility of 
its destruction? How many millions of people 
who never read a line of poetry, when so reclin- 
ing, have thought “Woodman Spare That Tree?” 
What is more natural than to emphasize the 
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same thought by repeating, “Touch not a single 
bough?” 

The refreshing shade recalls the satisfaction 
and appreciation of such a tree as long as the 
tissues of man have been protected from exces- 
sive noon-day heat. Much as the same condition 
of low temperature in either northern or south- 
ern latitudes will congeal water into ice, so will 
the same conditions and combinations of circum- 
stances cause mankind in different ages to re- 
ceive similar thoughts; they may be made pro- 
fane or prayerful, according to these conditions. 

All through literature, including the sacred 
Scripture, many examples of seeming plagiarism 
appear, as the stanzas above, which should not 
in every case be branded as plagiarism, but 
which may be as easily accounted for as above 
suggested, by the absorption of a thought or a 
principle as a part of man’s nature, although 
deserted by memory. In the same way that this 
may be daily observed in the thoughts and ex- 
pressions of any great speaker concerning what 
he has absorbed by reading or suggestion dur- | 
ing his present existence, why may he not also 
give some expression in his own language to the 
things he felt when his soul was a mere bud up- 
on his ancestor’s life and most naturally with- 
out a memory of the sentiment that so impressed 
him? Nothing but this hypothesis will account 
for the so-called inherited gestures and family 
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traits, thoughts, likes and dislikes so clearly 
visible throughout the world. May this not be 
the basis of so-called originality and prolific im- 
agination ? 

Considering the whole question in a ration- 
al way a pre-birth memory is not necessary or 
material. Neither does a lack of such memory 
prove that we did not have a consciousness ages 
before we were born which we do not now re- 
member. Even the loss of memory in old age is 
not a sign of dissolution of mind or soul parti- 
cles but only the shedding of a memory function 
becoming useless that never had a marvelous en- 
durance, regardless of the fact that we have been 
accustomed to so claiming. ; 

Upon the thought of this unconscious 
memory let us inquire if a mother’s love is a 
new creation because she does not remember a 
previous ecstasy or is it the same thing over and 
over again? When a young heart meets an affin- 
ity is it a new and strange sensation or is it a 
natural satisfying bliss that it has yearned for 
and recognizes when it comes?) Who cares for 
ancient memories when he recognizes that he 
possesses his developed new nature of today 
which has been ages in the building? Although 
we do not remember it, we have had a soul long 
before we were born as truly as the limb of an 
elm was the nucleous of a cell that formed the 
bud for its sprouting: birth. 


REINCARNATION DOUBTED. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


A soul came from somewhere because it is 
here. It could not be developed without assemb- 
ling from something and from somewhere. I 
can understand how it could develop in a man- 
ner similar to the known ways of nature and 
how it could become so intense as to continue 
without physical obstruction, but I cannot un- 
derstand how there could be such a violent jump 
as reincarnation, although I will not at this time 
dispute it. If reincarnation were possible, as it 
may be, still I should not believe it desirable to 
a developed mentality and would not expect an 
abundance of manifestations nor wish to con- 
sume such a long period of re-development to 
return for the pains of the flesh which by the 
way are mere mental knowledge of local phys- 
ical disorders. ‘Why should an immortal soul | 
desire to retrace its steps and become so low as 
a human animal? ; 

We never have seen any evidence that a 
butterfly ever took another rest and turned back 
to be a worm. Such degeneration (evolution 
working backward) is possible but I assume 
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these intelligences do not desire it. Neither 
would a man’s soul. 


If a soul desired to become human again, 
how could it be reincarnated without taking 
its place at the foot of the line or going back 
to the beginning and building up from a single 
mental and material cell to the protoplasm and 
running the entire race of evolution as well as 
birth? It may as easily in the first instance step 
into an adult human form and a suit of clothes 
and seat itself at the piano as take the short 
cut of stepping into a fertilized ovum. We do 
not appreciate the time it took to make us, we 
do not appreciate the value of our lives if we 
claim we originated within a year of our 
birthday. We do not appreciate the fact 
that there may be mental laws of nature in the 
metaphysical universe. If there are, would they 
not. be in harmony with material laws or at 
least possess such comity as not to violate each 
other? One of the laws and principles of the 
metaphysical universe may be that regardless of 
how strong it may be desired mentality cannot 
be both an independently developed soul and 
a mortal man any more than we could turn a 
grindstone backward and forward at the same 
time. A soul cannot again become a man without 
both evolving in the natural way and being 
born in the natural way. Anything lesg is not 
mortality. We know a man cannot go east and 
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west at the same instant or have the east and 
west pass him at the same time because it is 
contrary to the laws of nature. It may be that 
the metaphysical universe is not a place of an- 
archistic phantom pursuit and that unnatural 
things are not possible. Because of the various 
deductions herein it has always seemed unnat- 
ural that we should receive short cut violent re- 
incarnations or material manifestations of souls. 
However, I may be wrong in this observation. 

I say I may be wrong in denying reincar- 
nation because there may be some natural de- 
ductions from the following knowledge of life 
movements. The protoplasm cells are nearly 
alike in all forms of life, whether vegetable or 
animal, and as invariably there as the back- 
bone is found as a family feature in a certain 
class of animals. These cells of life are in the 
leaf of a tree and the brain and body of a man. 
Even these cells are a combination of smaller 
cells. 

Now to illustrate this doubt consider that 
as plants and animals decay nitrates are releas- 
ed that pass off without being further separated 
and are absorbed by other plants to make the 
circuit again. So also with ammonia and other 
complex elements. It may be that some of these 
elements, containing an unusual accompanying 
intelligence, though worked over to some extent, 
push out in the cell of a bud or a seed and slightly 
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change the species. In the same way, at some 
low stage of life we may think, by a strained 
construction, a soul may adjust itself to ‘push 
out for a second earth existence. If a soul should 
so desire and concentrate its intelligence to a 
degree so simple as to make a start near enough 
to the beginning we might expect the wonder- 
fully rapid reexpansion of mind, like the elec- 
trically rapid changes and development of the 
ovum to and through the foetus. 

If a soul should desire to make the humble 
circuit through the flesh without doing violence 
to the mortal laws of nature it would be, obliged 
to reduce and narrow its mentality as stated. 
It may in some instances come again into mor- 
tal co-operative existence with matter like de- 
caying matter resolves itself into nitrates and 
again starts on a circle of vegetable life. We 
know that some low order of intelligence, no lar- 
ger than an element of nitrate, which was once 
a part of a tree or flower may be absorbed in the 
cell of an oak and become predominant in the 
germ of an acorn and being a pattern cell may 
become, with its unified associates, the king of 
the forest. Likewise it may be within the range 
of possibilities that some soul may push its 
way from some elementary starting point into 
the thoughts and mental cells of man and then 
separate with the first intelligence, bud or sprout 
to make this new natural circle of life, but it 
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does not appeal to me. If artificial life should 
ever be produced by preparing inorganic matter 
in such a way as to become vitalized it would 
not shake my faith in a Supreme Being or in 
the immortality of man but I would be more 
inclined to believe in reincarnation. 

On the other hand, since I do not under- 
stand the philosophy of reincarnation, I would 
rather believe in the continuity of a mighty 
mind always progressing, greater and greater 
_ rather than in a fluctuating or pulsating life, 
once mighty and then feeble, because of mak- 
ing these little circles of birth, death and rein- 
carnation over and over again. As surely as we 
came from some direction we are going in an 
opposite one; as surely as we came from some 
state of existence we are going to another and 
not to nothing; neither are we marking time. 
It may be a matter of choice to us whether it 
shall be better or worse. We may be able to hold 
our strong corporate mentality together as a 
human soul and continue or we may allow our 
mentality to disintegrate in its movement. 

If we are able to hold our mental existence 
together and go on why should we, with a man’s 
intelligence, desire to make a circle back through | 
the flesh? ; 

The three known steps of life which man has 
taken may be likened in plant life to polen, then 
to seed and on to the entire plant. Again, like 
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wise, any inanimate substance reduced to its low- 
est mechanical division is a molecule. Its 
further reduction to the lowest chemical division 
is an atom. And recently we have named its 
further possible electrical reduction an electron. 
As we have mentioned the circle with mysterious 


~~ relationship to all things, so may we speculate 


upon the trinity throughout all life or the double 
trinity as in six general points to every crystal. 
I do not know the reason for the circle or the 
triangle in their relation to life, but there is a 
mighty cause. Let us consider the three known 
periods of man’s physical life. 

It is no more reasonable to expect the grad- 
uated soul in its magnified eternal sphere of life, 
progressing under new senses to return and 
mingle with narrow-minded men than it is ex- 
pected for a man to desire and accomplish a re- 
turn to the habits and customs and limited lan- 
guage of the microscopic, wiggling, polly-wog 
brotherhood of spermatozoa, and struggle again 
with them for their one chance in millions to 
take the human route in their part of the uni- 
versal desire to go somewhere. The step from 
the eternity span of life back to the forescore 
and ten span appears as far backward as the 
step from manhood back to the age of a few 
hour’s existence in the other span of life. 


How could it be expected that spermato- 
zoa life comprehends any of the magnificence of 


First Step—Spermatozoa Life. 
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It is estimated that 227 million spermatozoa come into sperm exist- 
ence about the same time. All of these are lost excepting in some rare 
instances only one of this multitude, of which over a million exist in the 
capacity of a single drop, developes into the foetal life. The above figure 
was drawn on a highly mugnified scale. The natural body including tail 
would require 2500 to make an inch in length. The head is 1-15000 of an 
inch wide and 1-40000 of an inch thick. 


Second Step—Foetal Life. 









































































































































HUMAN F@TUS AT THE END OF THE FOURTH MONTH. —From Kollman, 


am, immion. c,umbilicalcord. cf, chorion frondosum. 
cl, chorion leeve. ys, yolk-sack. 


Third Step—Human Life 
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human life? If they cannot, how could human 
life do more than merely expect some grand 
incomprehensible glory uf the future? If, we 
may tell the progress and future path of a comet 
by its speed and the arc of its past movements, 
may not we, in the same way, speculate on the 
development and direction of our life, judging 
it, to some extent, by only three steps of its past 
development? 


Considering the sperm life, we are able to 
distinguish a slight difference between the vari- 
ous species. But after a union with the ovum 
they revert to a pulpy protoplasmic mass, as 
does the caterpillar, from which a particular 


submiscropic cell of life begins to develop, so- - 


low in the scale of life, that all travel a path of 
development from which it is impossible to dis- 
tinguish one species from another. 


Having considered the origin of man let us 
again in contrast consider the future through 
the eyes of Plato in the language of Schopenhauer 
although he criticises Plato upon the authority 
of Kant: 


“That which knows in us is an immaterial 
substence, fundimentally distinct from the body 
called soul; the body being a hindrance to knowl- 
edge. Hence all knowledge through the senses 
is deceptive, the only true, accurate and certain 
knowledge being that which is free and removed 
from all sensibility (ie, from all perception,) in 
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other words, pure thought, or that which func- 
tions exclusively by means of abstract concep- 
tions. For this instructs the soul entirely by its 
own methods, and consequently will work best 
after it is separated from the body, that is, after 
we are dead.” 

It is evident I cannot avoid the belief that 
man’s soul came from the Infinite—from God— 
and when completing its cycle will return to its 
source. The mind next inquires where did God 
come from? But the limitations upon mortal 
man forbids such an inquiry. Perhaps in the life 
to come we may be permitted to understand 
more. But in) this life science agrees with the 
Bible that we may go no further in such an in- 
quiry. The Bible says that God has said: “I 
am who I am.” 

However after all this pure = Apeculation of 
several chapters, carried to unnecessary ex- 
tremes, the main question is not so much the 
delicate starting point of life and the infinitesi- 
mal divisible parts of either mind or matter as 
what we now are, what we may be, and how 
these things are in accord with the progress we 
know throughout all nature. We certainly have 
a plain ordinary soul developed now to wonder- 
ful scope but where is its goal? 


HEAVEN AND HELL. 
CHAPTER XIV. 


Is there no heaven in this vast and limit- 
less star studded universe? Shall we decide 
there is no heaven merely because no such place 
has been seen by astronomers? Although gaz- 
ing out upon that boundless globe of space, lim- 
ited only by man’s inability to see beyond the 
furtherest visible stars shall the existence of 
‘a heaven be denied because we find no physical 
substance suitable for a mere mental home? 
The circumference of this sphere of vision, whose 
diameter is over 80,000,000,000 miles, is a mere 
speck of the universe which may require the 
fourth dimension to measure and what we see 
or hear therein is entirely different from what 
insects see and hear or what a metaphysical be- | 
ing could see, hear or experience. An astrono- 
mer of reputation once said he had searched this 
radius his whole life with the most powerful tel- 
escopes and never found the least sign of heaven. 
O! what conceit and ignorance to justify his 
claim against immortality. Many persist in 
saying there is no place for life after death. I 
grant that heaven is not visible to the human 
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eye. The fact we may not be permitted to see 
such a place is not proof of its non-existence. 

By the X-ray it has been demonstrated that 
where space is filled with matter such substance 
does not prevent its penetrating glance nor the 
penetration of some substances by the violet 
rays or ultra violet rays or plus ultra violet rays. 
As the rays of the sun penetrate the solid window 
pane, so may our mortal gaze search on beyond 
a home at hand. As some of these material 
forces penetrate some substances so may a spir- 
itual force penetrate all material substances. 

By the duplex system of telegraphy four 
different messages may be sent in two directions 
over one wire at the same time. Four telephone 
messages may be added, which also estab- 
lishes that where some forces are so vastly dif- 
ferent in nature, one is no hindrance whatever 
to the other, even in the same space. 

A glass may be filled with light, then with- 
out dispelling the light, be filled with water, and 
a third time filled with an electric force with- 
out dispelling or diminishing the other two ele- 
ments, and yet by releasing a coin above the 
thrice filled glass you will observe the force of 
gravitation just as it would be, were the glass 
not beneath the falling coin and demonstrating 
that the space occupied by the glass is filled with 
another; possibly many other forces. 

If a man’s consciousness of himself is a soul 
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and spiritual force, its home must necessarily 
be spiritual and its existence would not arrest 
the mortal gaze through the telescope any more 
than the telescope, man’s body or man’s world 
would interfere with a spiritual force. 

The law of gravitation which so greatly ef- 
fects matter may have no more influence upon a 
human soul than it does upon thoughts and even 
mountains and oceans may not be considered 
any impediment to the force known as intelli- 
gence. A beautiful dream consummating all of 
the pleasures of the mind with none of its sor- 
rows, and lasting forever, may locate a heaven 
in illimitable space, not to be disturbed by the 
rending of the body nor the rolling of planets. 

These illustrations show in a faint way, 
that although the scientists of yesterday have 
pointed their powerful telescopes in every di- 
rection looking for some physical spot suitable 
for man’s metaphysical existence and failed to 
find it, such failure is no reason why there is not 
a metaphysical universe. All the known things 
which we have considered cannot be true with- 
out the existence of a metaphysical universe—a 
mental or spiritual home to which we are des- 
tined. 

If there is a heaven it follows that there 
must needs be the antithesis of such a place. If 
you discover one end of a stick or a wire you 
know that there is somewhere another end, If 
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there is a place of happiness worthy the name 
of heaven, we know there is a place of unhappi- 
ness. Why not call it Hell? 

If the human race and all life among man’s 
associates had never developed the sense of smell 
what would we know about odors? If some phil- 
osopher of such a world had tried to demon- 
strate and theorize that there must be distinctly 
marked radiations of everything existing which 
some fifth sense could distinguish, try and imag- 
ine how he would have proceeded and how he 
would have been criticised and ridiculed. 

He would probably have argued that small 
microscopic particles being given off from cer- 
tain flowers which possess great beauty some in- 
telligence and no harmful qualities, therefore, if 
it naturally discharges these globule atoms it 
would be on account of some intelligence, pur- 
pose, energy or push and should carry some dis- 
tinctive impression or attribute of what they 
came from, so that a person could tell, without 
seeing that he was in the neighborhood of a 
rose garden or a den of rattle-snakes. He would 
have claimed that, as the phonograph needle im- 
presses in the wax, the distinctive combinations 
of vibrations of some quality of sound to re- 
produce the human voice so does all life im- 
press, with a delicateness far below the micro- 
scopic conception, each particle given off by ra- 
dial birth and sent as a messenger bearing some 
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picture sounds or unknown sign, if not long 
messages. (Everything vibrates he could claim.) 
If this philosopher in such a world, otherwise 
like ours had written this way and had insist- 
ed that a fifth sense would be developed to dis- 
tinguish the presence of many things by these 
little astral-like particles he would have been 
the butt. of much high class ridicule. Society 
would have been even more severe on him if he 
further said, man may only faintly distinguish 
these odors but dogs and such animals will de- 
velop thiy sense with more acuteness while some 
of the insects would interpret these messages 
so faithfully that they would not require sight. 


He would also say that nothing exists 
which does not impress something else. He 
would point to the spectrum analysis of the 
light of any star and show that even these 
electric particles come to us so impressed of 
their origin that we may know the material of 
which any star is made without ever having 
touched a grain of its substance. 


In the same way that he would have been 
obliged to struggle guessing some truth and 
some fiction because of the absence of the sense 
of smel) it is even more difficult for us with only 
five material senses to understand and describe 
any conception of the greater metaphysical ‘uni- 
verse where entirely new or much more highly 
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developed and divided senses are probably nec- 
essary. 

However, we know that if a blind cell of 
matter with but the primitive sense of touch 
evolved and divided to include taste and in time 
developed an eye, the hearing and the sense of 
smell (each opening worlds of knowledge) the 
spiritual cells of intellect, as distinguished from 
material celly of matter, would not be idle but 
in their evolution of a soul, of which the body of 
man is an image, would give us the rudimentary 
metaphysical eyes and metaphysical means of 
obtaining knowledge in the future life, as eyes 
are slowly developed in the womb, not to see 
with while in the womb but to be used after 
birth. (In a similar manner, a soul is probably 
developed in the body, not for mortal use, but 
for the later metaphysical life. ) 

The five senses of the body are all rela- 
ted; four having evolved from the sense of touch. 
Any new senses the body develops must come 
or be developed from some of these. In the same 
way, new soul senses may be expected from this 
soul life that develops with the body. 

May we not evolve a new soul sense? We 
are justified in using any work of nature for il- 
lustration because it is clearly established that 
all development of life came from something 
else. If everything must develop from something 
else, this points of necessity to a constantly nar- 
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rowing common origin. Because all life must 
have come from a common origin we pause for 
an inquiry as to insect sense evolution. Prof. 
Olston in “Mind Power and Privilege” tells of 
an interesting experiment of Prof. Bruner of 
the Nebraska University : ; 


“He had built a stone house with walls six- 
teen inches thick. It had no windows and with 
but one door, which was air-tight. He had put 
a breeding cage of ants inside the house. He 
would go inside and study their habits. He 
noticed that other ants would collect on the 
outside of the wall and try to find a way in. 
He found that the ants were always as near 
as they could get. He placed the cage of ants 
close to one wall of the house. After a time 
he went outside and found the ants had col- 
lected on the wall nearest the cage on the inside. 
He changed the cage from side to side and 
found that the outside ants would follow the 
cage and collect on the wall just opposite, thus 
getting within sixteen inches of the cage. He 
repeated this experiment so often as to elimin- 
ate the possibility of co-incident.” 

Professor Bruner seemed to think they 
were possessed of an X'Ray sight and Prof. 
Olston thought it was telepathy. I believe they 
were both wrong because of the following ex- 
periment I had with an ant this summer: One 
Sunday afternoon I noticed a large ant crawl- 
ing down the couch on which I was sitting where 
it had evidently entered from the north window, 
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the screen of which was not tightly fitted at the 
bottom. I tossed it back with aa envelope and 
it immediately returned like Bruces’ spider. I 
snapped it back as many jas ten times and each 
time it instantly retraced its same course which 
“was very slightly east of south. In nearly ev- 
ery instance it would light headed in the direc- 
tion it seemed determined upon. In a few instan- 
ces it would drop headed north and instantly 
whirl without hesitation or wavering and pursue 
this determined direction. I then removed it 
some distance to a large dining table and re- 
peated the same experiments four or five times 
with the same results. I next placed a large pa- 
per in front of it and upon its reaching near the 
center I would slowly and rapidly twist the pa- 
per around anchored with a pin as its axis,trying 
to confuse the ant upon direction. It would keep 
itself headed in this south-easterly direction, no 
matter which way I turned the paper. By mov- 
ing the paper around in a circle at the same speed 
the ant was walking I kept it making a circle on 
the paper because of its ability to maintain its 
course regardless of my interference and attempt 
to confuse and lose it. I then turned the paper 
perpendicular and the ant would sometimes go 
up and sometimes down, evidently seeking a path 
for its desired direction. Another object at top 
or bottom leading in different directions would 
be selected by the ant as it would lead off in the 
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south-easterly direction. I then removed it re- 
spectively into two other rooms of the house some 
distance apart to test its knowledge of distance 
independent of any possible landmark, trail or 
scent. The general course of its travel was the 
same. I next took it to the front yard, placing 
it in the sun on a cement walk and with a great- 
ly increased speed it seemed to run in the same 
course just a little east of south and as it left 
the walk and crawled through the grass I stuck 
little twigs in its path every two or three feet, 
following it one hundred feet. I then took it up 
in a box and citing back found its course would 
be considered as unvarying. I then took it over 
_ 150 feet west of the point where I had started it 
outside and releasing it again in the grass I fol- 
lowed in the same way, marking its course as 
before with little twigs. It traveled about the 
same distance when a dinner call caused me to 
look up to explain my engagement. The result 
of| this home politeness was that I lost my in- 
sect friend and could follow it no further. How- 
ever, from the angle of these two courses marked 
with little twigs I estimated that its objective 
point was about. 600 feet off a little east of south. 
From this observation I drew a few conclusions 
that may be of interest to others. The ant is 
said to be both blind and deaf. If such is the 
case they are deprived of two senses which man 
possess. If these little creatures are unable to 
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hear or see we five sensed creatures would as- 
sume it would use the senses of smell, taste or 
touch to find its way. But with all the moving 
to strange places and the distracting experi- 
ment detailed above there is no reason to base 
an assumption that this ant used any of the 
senses that man uses in determining and keep- 
ing a direction for an apparently fixed mental 
desire. It seems clear that this power was inher- 
ent with the insect as it knew and could not be 
deceived in its determination and knowledge of 
where it was going. After this observation of an 
ant I am inclined to accept the view that homing 
pigeons, migrating birds, dogs, cuts, horses and 
oxen are more or less endowed with a sense of 
divining some things which man does not pos- 
sess. I do not agree with knowing materialists 
who have argued that animals depend upon mem- 
ory or land marks in their many marvelous trips. 
It is certain they have such power although not 
So strong as is evident with the ant. I regret 
that my duties would not afford a further ex- 
periment this season to gather some of the ant’s 
natural enemies to place in its path and observe 
whether or not this strong mental determination 
could be interrupted by such an influence, also 
watch their traveling away from the home to 
see if there would be any interruption of action 
at the instant some assistant destroys its home 
by fire or water or other calamity. 
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Regardless of what the future may develop 
we know from the vast amount that has been 
written about the ant, they contain storehous- 
es of information for the future. The little we 
know along this line is enough to indicate there 
is a sense developed in these insects that man 
does not possess. If they have it, as seems prob- 
able, this sense was evolved from something else. 
If insects have evolved this sense, mans soul, 
when conceded to exist, is capable of a much 
greater and a never ending evolution. 

I do not fear that any person can prove 
that a man’s soul would not have a spiritual 
form which could be recognized by some better 
developed sight of other souls; would not have 
a sight of its own and not only all the senses of 
man but even divided and sub-divided into 
more; that it would not feed and nourish itself 
on knowledge instead of matter because then 
divorced from matter; that it could not pass 
among and enjoy all of the original beautiful 
ideas of eternity that may have been borrowed 
for imperfect copies in matter by architects, 
artists, orators and musicians and which may 
be arranged in artistic order through the meta- 
physical universe, so that there will be no limit 
to new and changing things which all nature 
craves. , 

If no man can disprove a future state 
and the things, hoped for infinitely, can even 
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be thought of as mere illustrations by any mem- 
ber of struggling mortality and every material 
thing can be traced to the very door-step of 
mind, what puny man can destroy such a mental 
place or mental progress by denying that there 
is a heaven for those who desire it furnished 
to the limit of the highest ideal of mental con- 
ception and a hell as gruesome as it may by 
mental conception be made? 


On the same eternal principle that matter 
in motion will continue at the same speed for- 
ever unless its speed and course is changed by 
the properties of other matter in affinity, what 
can be said of this challenge? If it cannot 
be disproved when everything may be resolved 
back to pure mentality it may be necessary to 
concede that when freed from matter any mental 
realization is a reality. 

The perplexing problem is one of eating. A 
future life without banqueting and its accom- 
panying slaughter, dishwashing and swill bar- 
rels, at first causes a feeling of revulsion against 
an existence without these lurements and dis- 
gusting after effects. But here permit a quota- 
tion from J. Henri Fabre in “The Life of the 
Spider :” 

“T find them at the age of seven months the 
same as when I saw them at their birth. The 


egg supplied the materials necessary for their 
tiny frames; and, as the loss of waste substance 
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is, for the moment, excessively small, or even 
nil, additional plastic food is not needed so long 
as the beastie does not grow. In this respect 
the prolonged abstinence presents no difficulty. 
But there remains the question of energy-pro- 
ducing food, which is indispensible, for the lit- 
tle Lycosa moves, when necessary, and very ac- 
tively at that. To what shall we attribute the 
heat expended upon action, when the animal | 
takes absolutely no nourishment? 
“An idea suggests itself. We say to our- 
selves that, without being life, a machine is 
something more than matter, for man has added 
a little of his mind to it. Now the iron beast, 
consuming its rations of coal, is really brows- 
ing the ancient foliage of arborescent ferns in 
which solar energy has accumulated. | 
“Beasts of flesh and blood act no otherwise. 
Whether they mutually devour one another or 
levy tribute on the plant, they invariably quick- 
en themselves with the stimulant of the sun’s 
heat, a heat stored in grass, fruit, seed and those 
which feed on such. The sun, the soul of the uni- 
verse, is the supreme dispenser of energy. 
“Instead, of being served up through the in- 
termediary of food and passing through the ig- 
nominious circuit of gastric chemistry, could 
not this solar energy penetrate the animal direct- 
ly and charge it with activity, even as the battery 
charges an accumulator with power? Why not 
live on sun, seeing that, after all, we find naught 
but sun in the fruits which we consume? 
“Chemical science, that bold revolutionary, 
promises to provide us with synthetic food-stuffs. 
The labaratory and the factory will take the 
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place of the farm. Why should not physical sci- 
ence step in as well? It would leave the prepa- 
ration of plastic food to the chemist’s retorts; it 
would serve for itself that of energy-producing 
food, which reduced to its exact terms, ceases to 
be matter. With the aid of some ingenious ap- 
paratus, it would pump into us our daily ration 
of solar energy, to be later expended in move- 
ment, whereby the machine would be kept going 
without the often painful assistance of the stom- 
ach and its adjuncts. What a delightful world, 
where one would lunch off a ray of sunshine! 

“Ts it a dream, or the atnicipation of a re- 
mote reality? The problem is one of the most 
important that science can set us. Let us first 
hear the evidence of the young Lycose re- 
garding its possibilities. 

“Hor seven months, without any material 
nourishment, they expend strength in moving. 
To wind up the mechanism of their muscles, 
they recruit themselves direct with heat and 
light. During the time when she was dragging 
the bag of eggs behind her, the mother, at the 
best moments of the day, came and held up her 
pill to the sun. With her two hind legs, she 
lifted it out of the ground into the full light; 
Slowly she turned it and returned it, so that 
every side might receive its share of the vivifying 
rays. Well, this bath of life, which awakened 
the germs, is now prolonged to keep the tender 
babes active. ° 

“Daily, if the sky be clear, the Lycose, car- 
rying her young, comes up from the burrow, 
leans on the kerb and spends long hours basking 
in the sun, Here, on their mother’s back, the 
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yougsters stretch their limbs delightedly, satu- 
rate themselves with heat, take in reserves of 
motor power, absorb energy. 

“They are motionless; but if I only blow up- 
on them they stampede as nimbly as though a 
hurricane were passing. Hurridly, they dis- 
perse, hurridly they reassemble: a proof that, 
without material nourishment, the little animal 
machine is always at full pressure, ready to 
work. ‘When the shade comes, mother and sons 
go down again, surfeited with solar emanations. 
The feast of energy at the Sun Tavern is finished 
for the day. It is repeated in the same way dai- 
ly, if the weather is mild, until the hour of eman- 
cipation comes, followed by the first mouthfulls 
of solid food.” 

As the young mien possibly supplies its 
bodily tissue directly from the physical sun, 
why would not a soul absorb its vitality directly 
from a metaphysical sun or center that even 
created our sun and the millions of other suns 
and their systems of worlds and all incubating 
life thereon? We do not know this to be true, 
but it is possible. 

May we inhabit another star if we desire a 
physical base from which to calculate? Why 
not? Even matter can migrate this distance. It 
moves now from star to star. Matter by fric- 
tion or an awful cataclysm impact of two worlds 
may be resolved down to the electron. Elec- 
tricity may be converted into heat and light. 
For centuries we have known that light in some 
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mysterious way travels from the sun to this 
earth in less than eight minutes. It comes as 
some refined quality of electricity or energy 
and as it upproaches the resistance of the earth 
it is transformed to heat and light, which is es- 
sential to and becomes the main staff in creating 
all animal and vegetable growth. It may be 
this vitalizing force is due to a subtle persistence 
of this product of violent energy reasserting 
itself in the slower restful tissues of life. This 
electric force changed to heat and light then to 
vegetable growth and on to animal tissue may 
have been a similar tissue on some other planet 
and combustion, induced by some error of the 
place, drove it on in ocean waves and electric 
form, piloted perhaps by mentality and scat- 
tered among all the stars of the universe. We 
absorb the light of stars as we absorb the sun- 
light. Part of the physical bodies of this earth 
in the same way may some day migrate into 
space at the rate of twelve million miles a 
minute. 


If matter can be rarified and scattered at 
such a speed, stopped, condensed and absorbed 
like this and actually does move in this manner 
and through this natural force, how much more 
may we expect of its superior, the intellect, when 
combined in mighty individual corporations of 
mentality? This little earth is not our future 
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home. The universe is not too large for the 
future life. 


Let us take a glance at the known phys- 
ical universe. The earth is estimated in weight 
at 6,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 tons. The sun 
is said to weigh 320,000 times as much. Beyond 
this it is estimated there are within the range of 
telescopes over two hundred million stars and 
possibly billions. Some of these suns are thous- 
ands of times larger than our sun and emit 
thousands of times as much light. Some, from 
intense heat, are great globules of gas, and oth- 
ers cooling down and still others cooled, con- 
centrated and frozen into seemingly dead 
worlds waiting for the _ terrific impreg- 
nating vitality of contact with another world. 
Whatever and wherever they are, whether solid 
substance or gas, they are made up of living, 
throbbing, moving molecules, atoms and elec- 
trons. But of what is an electron made, if not 
materialized from life or mind. 


In this incomprehensible caldron of the uni- 
verse, worlds are being made inhabitable and 
then uninhabitable over and over again. Life 
is everywhere; sometimes in one place and some- 
times in another; sometimes in a higher form 
and sometimes lower. When this world becomes 
unfit for both human habitation and spiritual 
interest there are millions of other places, phys- 
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ical and metaphysical, in exact harmony with 
what any stage of life may desire. 

While I have been exceedingly careful that 
all statements of physical facts are true, I do not 
claim to know that these metaphysical deduc- 
tions are right but I do claim that they are 
reasonable enough to be worth thinking over, 
because if there is a future state as I firmly be- 
lieve, there must be a future place supremely 
suitable for such a state. 

None of us are able to conceive it now in 
any manner greatly different than I have con- 
ceived of it because we can only think and mea- 
sure things by the limited five senses of man. 
However it is a speculation in the right direc- 
tion as sure as we were born. I say this not as 
a trite expression but because birth indicates 
life and life is the antithesis of death. If we 
were born and live, life should continue just as 
motion continues and is what man would ordi- 
narily concede to be a primary element. It may 
be asserted with great force that a strong evi- 
dence of immortality is the fact of a conscious- 
ness that we are now alive. If we are alive, we 
should live on. Life and motion are not a 
part of or associated with or related to 
death and rest, because it continues to live. 
Death, as it is ordinarily considered, is 
that which was never born; that without life, 
provided you can find it. It will be as difficult 
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to locate matter eternally dead as it is to locate 
matter eternally at rest. Eternity in time, eter- 
nity in space, eternity in motion, eternity in mat- 
ter, eternity in everything implies eternity in 
life. None but the densely ignorant will deny 
it; none but those who feel they are hopelessly 
lost will refuse to think upon the subject. 

After all has been thought and measured 
and said, we return with some assurance to that 
constantly recurring death-bed conviction of im- 
mortality. We have observed and been told re- 
peatedly that nearly every man who approaches 
dissolution with his reasoning faculties and who 
meets the proposition of death face to face, 
whether he has been a life-long atheist, a pro 
found scientist, a man of the world or of litera- 
ture and learning or even a thief and a murder- 
er, the instant he gives up all hope in his fellow- 
men he begins his search for God. That some- 
thing buried within his shriveled soul, even by 
lifelong erroneous teaching will inevitably re- 
assert itself as an irrepressible instinct. Because 
a man’s soul came from the Infinite we should 
expect that at the instant it becomes conscious 
of its separation from man, it will begin to rec- 
ognize the God from which it came. 


CONCLUSION. 
CHAPTER XV. 


The theory of evolution, corrobated by en- 
tomology, biology, geology and other sciences ap- 
plied to the theory of a future life holds out 
more than a grain of hope; affords encourage- 
ment to the occasional thoughts of a life be- 
yond the grave; and justifies a university in- 
vestigation. There are other proofs of the im- 
mortality of the soul in the testimony of in- 
numerable witnesses upon their psycological 
experiences and inspirations which become in- 
tensely interesting immediately upon being sat- 
isfied of the natural possibility of a future life. 
Many are frauds and errors but some are won- 
derfully prophetic of what we may expect the 
truth to reveal. I have studied the problem of 
death from this point of view as well as from 
the philosophical side and the more I investi- 
gate the more confirmed I become in my opin- 
ion that we may retain our individual mental 
conscious existence after death. 


Commonly understood death is natural. It 
is necessary to life. It has often been asked 
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(and we have marvelled at the conclusions) 
what if every tree lived and every seed germi- 
nated and grew and every egg of the salmon, 
the bee and the insect hatched and matured and 
never passed away but multiplied and every 
man born was still living? This would have been 
impossible upon this earth if not in the vast 
universe. : 

It has been estimated on the basis of only 
6000 years of earth existence that if the bodies 
of all men who inhabited the globe could 
be returned and stacked up they would cover 
the face of the earth nine feet deep. Death, 
therefore, or the return of the body to this earth 
is necessary after being used to develop the 
same. It was impossible for us to arrive until 
others had departed. Therefore we must im- 
prove our opportunity and leave for others to 
take our places for their development in this 
incubator of immortality. 

Nature has demanded this so-called death 
or surrender of the body just as a chick must 
cast aside its shell. But there is one consola- 
tion, nature has ordinarily made death painless 
at the moment, hour or day of the separation 
of the soul and body as it has also made man’s 
birth into this life painless or without a memory 
of the occurrence. 

Upon the death of a body the last install- 
ments of borrowed matter, with the elements of 
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life hasten to leave the body transformed into 
gases. The lighter gases are first to follow the 
departure of the soul life but all undertake to 
leave so quickly as to do so in the greatest of 
disorder, immediately on the departure of the 
lighter great life general the soul of man, unless 
this haste of matter may be deceived, anesthised 
or arrested for a while in such a way as embalm- 
ing. Even this little understood incident of so 
called bodily death indicates immortality when 
we understand how the deserted body will not 
rest or stay dead. 

By this process of reasoning I have not only 
satisfied myself that a future life is possible 
but the teaching of the Bible is in harmony, 
with such view; they strengthen each other. 
However any religion and any church which 
teaches a future life will be an aid to this state 
of existence. The one which gives you the strong- 
est conviction will be your greatest help. No 
new Bible, no new book of revelations, no new 
religion, no new church is necessary. 

This position is taken because I believe that 
the strongest physically demonstrable assurance 
of a future life that the Bible contains and which 
nature reveals is that which requires us to have 
faith to have eternal life. It required faith and 
strong desire for man’s ancestors to see and hear 
and taste; it required persistent desire and con- 
stant practice spurred on by faith for water ani- 
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mals to leave the ocean and walk on land for 
constantly increasing periods. It has taken the 
same kind of faith the Bible mentions to save 
a soul. We may live on, I am satisfied, if we 
will. 

But the best preparation for such a faith 
and such a life is a full rounded career on this 
earth in the natural development of all our fac- 
ulties; not alone in a personal way but as a 
family or in a greater unified madusa-like sup- 
port of governments; not in a sanctimonious 
way but in a natural broad and happy atmos- 
phere; not exclusively as a religious movement 
but broad enough to include clean, healthy busi- 
ness; in other words we must live normal lives. 

If I could I would found a world wide uni- 
versity; not in place of what we have for the 
young but for adults to keep right on progress- 
ing; not to teach the old knowledge excepting 
to test and verify or correct and add to the old— 
a university of investigation; one where the en- 
rollment may remain at home and the labors of 
investigation may be divided into groups and 
subdivided so that every student, in spare mom- 
ents, may have an opportunity to learn more 
about some small branch of some subdivision of 
a subject than any one else; one where in a gen- 
eral way all studies—all subjects—all knowledge 
may be reviewed from the eternity as well as the 
mortal standpoint for the purpose of extracting 
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the great truths in nature to be stimulated by 
annual conventions of each branch and subdi- 
vision thereof. Some center should be selected 
in the near future from which this work should 
be directed and these powerful forces unravel 
the mysteries of life and reveal to mankind what 
__a wonderful thing it is to be born and live and 
learn of the mighty works of nature. 


Some great city should be chosen as such a 
center where all this concourse of people, in the 
hundreds and hundreds of different groups that 
may be induced to work with us, could send their 
brightest representatives to annual or bi-annual 
meetings which should be. so numerous as to 
keep this university as a mighty convention in 
continuous session, as the greatest institution of 
learning on this earth. 

Education which is a product of religion 
having sprung from churches and traveling in 
close communion with them, though mostly strip- 
ped of sectarianism, should not be ignored. 

The day will surely come when these two 
forces—education largely for business and ma- 
terial advancement and religion for future wel- 
fare, both of which permeates the civilized world 
and which ultimately unite jin results—must 
naturally work in co-operation. 

Such a move would do more to harmonize 
the existing religious and educational institu- 
tions and help mankind in every way than any 
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other move and would support the highest 
world-talent in each branch as well as leaders 
for every locality. 

I would not take from any church any of its 
formg of worship, but I would add to them a 
knowledge which would make this worship more 
intelligent to its worshippers. Indeed those who 
seek knowledge of eternal life are by these acts 
engaged in a form of the very highest primary 
devotion. No higher compliment can be paid a 
mortal author than to study his works. A study 
of the work of the Author of All is more than a 
compliment but a species of worship that pays a 
dividend. 

Towards this university of eternity it will 
ever be a pleasure to gradually work in co-oper- 
ation with all who may have similar ideas. The 
expansive world of religious thought each day 
it progresses regards a future life more as a fact 
than as a philosophy and may agree to study 
man and his development from the earliest sta- 
ges at least to a point before the Bible was writ- 
ten; those without any religious acknowledge- 
ment or the adherents of any other teaching may 
join us as far as they may agree and then each 
in his study be permitted to separate and pursue 
the details as his individual tastes may direct. 
Again those who accept the Bible may subdi- 
vide and associate for higher study according 
to their denominational inclinations. 
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As an educational proposition pure and 
simple it is easy to understand that the study of 
botany, biology, chemistry, astronomy and other 
works of nature do not appeal to the average 
person because he feels they are nothing to him. 
But when any man begins to understand ‘the re- 
lationship between all things his mind expands, 
he enjoys living and his personal thirst for a 
broader knowledge becomes unquenchable. 


NOTE.—Although reluctant in asking this favor the 
author would appreciate the name and address, with ap- 
proval or criticism and suggestions oi every reader of this 
edition. Perhaps some editor or minister of your acquaint- 
ance would appreciate this for review or comment. 
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